SPECIAL: ELECTION EDITION

Town of Leverett Newsletter

· Annual Town Meeting and Elections:  May 2, 2026 
Election time in Leverett is unlike any other place in the Commonwealth.
Leverett is the only town left in the Commonwealth to elect our public officials from the floor of Town Meeting. How does this work? A few weeks in advance of Town Meeting those who have terms that are expiring take stock of their lives, weigh their happiness, and either decide to run again or begin to discuss with friends, neighbors, and family the unequivocal importance of civic involvement. Next, anyone who fell for said speech is nominated from the floor of Town Meeting and their political career is off-and-running. For the Town, this method results in few vacancies, occasional chaos, hysterical bouts of laughter, bursts of applause, standing ovations, memorable quotes and speeches, and the rare election of those not present. 

All joking aside, being on a Town board or committee is a very rewarding way to contribute to our community. If you are interested, please call Lisa Stratford, Town Clerk, at (413) 548-9150 for more information on any of the Town boards or committees, elected or appointed.

The candidates up for (re)election are listed below:
Assessors: Cat Ford (Y);
Board of Health: Lizzie Alwan (U) Cynthia Baldwin (Y);
Constable:  John Swartz (Y);
Finance Committee: *Geoff Allen (Y);
Library Trustees: *Joan Godsey (Y); *Chris Condit (Y);
Planning Board: *Tim Shores (Y); Gary Gruber (N); *Richard Nathhorst (Y);
School Committee:  Liz Johnson (N);
Select Board: Tom Hankinson (U).
* Statement included below.

N not running.
Y running
U did not respond/undecided
Candidate’s Statements

Planning Board
Tim Shores
I'm running for a second term on the Planning Board. Over the past five years I've worked on the comprehensive plan, dug into our zoning and land use history, dealt with Chapter 40B development politics, and researched zoning updates that comply with changes in the law or that better meet local needs. I favor slow change and responsive government. I try to be a good communicator and a good listener. I try to own my mistakes and do better. I've had a ton of great conversations with people around town about what they want for the future of Leverett, and I'd like to keep building on that. I've learned to understand how our zoning bylaw, land use, buildings and infrastructure are an intrinsic part of our day-to-day lives, our ability to show up for each other as good neighbors, and the long-term vision of our community. Planning and land use have a big impact on our finances, our social fabric, our public health and our environment. It's important work, and I'd be grateful if you elect me for another five years.

Richard Nathhorst
I am running for reelection to the Leverett Planning Board. I am the senior member of the Planning Board and the Vice Chair, the FRCOG Leverett Representative to the Franklin Regional Planning Advisory Board. 

The FRCOG Franklin County Energy Coalition, The Planning Board member of the Community Preservation Commission, and a member of the Leveret Energy Committee. 

I have been working on the adoption of the new Massachusetts Model Flood Plaining Bylaw and the Dudleyville Road Improvement project which has brought in more than $1M in state highway funding to date.  I would like to continue my work on the Leverett Planning Board and so am running for another term on the Planning Board.

Finance Committee
Goeff Allen
I was appointed to the Finance Committee last year after expressing an interest in the way the town’s budgeting operates. With experience in data analysis and forecasting I thought that I could offer some useful skills. The learning curve has been steep. Municipal budgeting and accounting is extremely complex and bears little similarity with business management. It is very focused on current year revenues and expenses, with little discussion on potential future events. Decisions appear to be made with limited information when that information is available though perhaps hard to locate. My goals on the committee are (1) to understand more about the details of finance in our town, (2) to seek information to make better decisions, and (3) to take a more forward-looking approach to the town’s future revenues and expenditures. As an economist, I believe in seeking marginal improvements supported by some form of benefit-cost analysis. And I would like to help make the town’s financial operations more transparent to the average resident. 

Library Trustees
Joan Godsey

The Leverett Library's park project, which
is well underway, will be completed by the fall with a boardwalk and benches and a stage. I'd like to continue working with members of the board and the library staff to see these projects to completion. Our library has always struck me as a welcoming place for the entire community.

Chris Condit

It's been my pleasure to serve on the Leverett Library Board of Trustees since some time in the early-mid-nineties (if not before), when Lorna and I plotted to upgrade the library from 3x5 cards to a computer (!!!) and then got serious about needing a new library with, believe it or not, a bathroom (wow, we got two!). 

It has been a delight to see it provide a social focus for our town, and I'm grateful for the support our town provides the library - thanks! 

I would appreciate your support for one more term.
Census forms can be returned to boxes at the school, library, or town hall or mailed to: Town Clerk, PO Box 300. Thank you!

Town-wide Budget Hearing, April 7, 2026, Town Hall 7:00 pm (for remote option use Select Board meeting link on that night.)
APPLICATION: 2026 DOG LICENSE
Renewal ________ or New _______ license

Name of owner











Phone






Address












Name of dog




            Age






Breed





           Color






Male ($10.00)

Neutered Male ($5.00)

 Female ($10.00)

Spayed female* ($5.00)



Enclosed: 

□Rabies Certificate
 □Check payable to Town of Leverett      □SASE
     □Proof of spaying

And send to: Town Clerk, Box 300, Leverett 01054.  Documents will be returned with license.

Dogs must be licensed on or before April 1st! Thank you.
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