SPECIAL: ELECTION EDITION

Town of Leverett Newsletter

· Annual Town Meeting and elections:  April 30, 9 AM Leverett Elementary School

· Budget hearing and Candidate’s Night, April 5, 7 PM Town Hall

Election time in Leverett is unlike any other place in the Commonwealth.
For starters we (and only we, of the 351 cities and towns in MA) elect from the floor of Town Meeting; translation: occasional chaos, hysterical bouts of laughter, bursts of applause, standing ovations, memorable quotes and speeches, unparalleled cooperation, unprepared candidates, and the rare election of those not present… 

The candidates up for election, length of term, and intention to run (away) or not are listed below:

Assessors: Was this floor tiled when we were here last time? Is that a fresh pot of coffee?  David Palmer; Y (3-year); 
Assistant Moderator: A gosling under Gary’s wing at Town Meeting. Fay Zipkowitz; Y (1-year)
Moderator: The goose. Gary Gruber; N (3-year) ;
Board of Health:  Where does a teenager live if their room is condemned by the Bd. of Health? Fay Zipkowitz; Y (3-year);
Constable: Patrols the town borders (unarmed, I think). John Swartz; Y (3-year); 

Finance Committee:  Not much trickling down for these folks to work with. Nancy Grossman; Y (3-year), Ann Delano; Y (3-year);
Library Trustees: What do they do at their meetings? Maybe the Constable could spy… Chris Condit; Y (3-year), Joan Godsey; Y (3-year);
Planning Board: Do you think they are equally as willing to plan a party as an overlay?  Gloria McPherson; Y (5-year), Jeff McQueen; Y (5-year);
School Committee: Working for the littlest residents.  Aaron Somoza; N (3-year);
Select Board: Rock stars in the case against Verizon. Rich Brazeau; Y (3-year); 

Tree Warden:  Tree-whisperer. Will Stratford; Y (1-year). 

Y= yes; N= not again; U= undecided (could be convinced by the right person)
Candidate’s Statements
Finance Committee
Ann Delano

For the past year I have worked with the Finance Committee, filling a vacant position after last year's town meeting.  As a 30 year resident of Leverett I have very much enjoyed learning more about the workings of the town, particularly the budget processes.  I have spent my working career managing projects and budgets for software development and IT infrastructure and therefore understand well the challenges of managing scarce resources to accomplish multiple, and often competing, goals. I believe that it is important that we live within our means in Leverett, and that we consider all of our citizen’s needs and all views of spending priorities when making financial decisions.  Thank you, Ann Delano
Nancy Grossman
An early interest in how finances affect just about everything led me to pursue a bachelor's degree in economics from UMass with a special interest in state and local finance. I have run a small business for the last 25 years, have lived in Leverett for the past eight years, and have served on the Finance Committee for the past two budget cycles. I am fascinated by the "math problem" of how to balance our municipal budget, provide quality services for the town as well as decent pay for our town employees, and keep property taxes manageable for residents at all income levels at a time of miserably-shrinking state aid. Since our town has a history of frugality and careful spending, I believe that relief for the budget crunch facing Leverett and most every city and town in the Commonwealth needs to come from restoring state aid to cities and towns to reasonable levels by increasing state revenues. I respectfully ask for your vote.
Planning Board

Jeff McQueen

 I moved to Leverett to live in a beautiful town in the country.  A long time ago I realized that towns like ours are threatened by development sprawl and that zoning could protect some of our precious natural resources. In the 20 years I’ve been on the Planning Board the town has passed zoning that will protect our community for future generations. I think the Planning Board is rightfully proud of zoning that protects Rattlesnake Gutter, the Aquifer, hilltops, and our back lands.  In the near future I hope we can support appropriate zoning to bring cell service to all residents. It can be intimidating to come before a Board which has power to say yes or no.  If you have ever come before us I hope you have felt well treated. My goal as Chair has been to treat everyone like a next door neighbor.  I have lived in town for 35 years and when I eventually get recycled in the cemetery next to the dump I hope Leverett will still be the special place it is today.
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