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Notes From Around Town

• If you have Leverettnet or internet questions please call SHELD at 413-420-7028.
• Please consider a position on the Conservation Commission. They have been down several members for a while and would really appreciate some new members! concom@leverett.ma.us
• Also, the Transfer Station is desperately seeking employees!! In addition to getting paid, you’d know everything—first. transferstation@leverett.ma.us
• Temporary change of hours: The Town Clerk’s Thursday hours (9:30-1:30) will be moved to Fridays at the same time.
NEXT NEWSLETTER DEADLINES:

1 December 2025   1 February 2026
Send news items and outrageous, but not scary, costume ideas to: Lisa Stratford at P.O. Box 300, Leverett, MA or townclerk@leverett.ma.us or call 548-9150 for guidelines.
From the Select Board
Two new stone monuments to commorate and honor Leverett’s 250th birthday have been installed, one in North Leverett at the intersection of North Leverett Rd and Cave Hill Road,  and one at the Leverett Town Common where Montague, Shutesbury and Depot Roads meet. A hearty thank you to Scott Allen, Silas Ball, Ben Eddy, Matt  Boucher and all the other townspeople who helped make this possible. The new monuments are impressive, and have received many compliments. Stop by and take a look at the plaque that is shaped like our town!!
Welcome back LES and ARS students, teachers, and staff! Summer seems to have flown by, and now it’s time for schoolbooks and classrooms. Reminder to us all: school buses are on the road, and Slow Down In The SchoolZzone. Lets take a moment to thank all the teachers and staff that  have worked many hours to prepare for the coming school year.

In other news, the Selectboard is the sponsor of the efforts to fix up the discontinued section of Rattlesnake Gutter Road to make it more accessible and more stable. A few volunteers have coordinated   most of the work on the project. A shout-out to Eva Gibavic and Steve Weiss for their efforts. 

The public access to Leverett Pond has been cleaned up, removing boats that were left there by individuals. The boat rack there is for boats that can be borrowed by the public. Keys to the boats are available at the library. If other boats are left at the public access area, they will be taken to the transfer station. If they are not claimed from the transfer station by owners, they will be made available to the public or disposed of. 

For those concerned about access to the Gordon King Life Estate land via the Evans/Marlow access point on Shutesbury Road, the Selectboard and the Conservation Commission are litigating this issue on behalf of the town.  We are not at liberty to disusss details of the process other than to say that we are actively working towards a solution to the the access issue. We will share information with you all as soon as a decision has been reached. Rest assured that while you may not hear much about this, we are diligently working toward a resolution. 

You might have read in the newspaper that the Hampshire County Group Insurance Trust (HCGIT), which we are a part of and which insures town employees, has had significant financial issues. We were told that there was an 18% increase in our insurance premiums at the beginning of this year. We have since learned that there will be an additional 20% increase in premiums effective October 1st. HCGIT has told us to expect an additional 20% increase for next year. Other insurance groups, Massachusetts Interlocal Insurance Association (MIIA) and Group Insurance Commission (GIC) have also had significant premium increases, although they are not as steep as those we are experiencing with HCGIT. Over the years the HCGIT has performed better than its competition which is why we have stayed with them. However, given these significant increases, we are exploring our options for the future. 

Thanks as always to Margie, Lisa and Town Hall staff for their support in keeping the Town of Leverett in good shape.

Jed Proujansky, for the Select Board

Conservation Commission News

The Leverett Conservation Commission is looking for new members! Interested in wetlands protection and land conservation? We would like to meet you!

     The Commission meets once a month in Town Hall, with a remote option available. Occasionally, we conduct site visits to applicants' projects as well. 

     Working with the Trails Committee is also a possibility. Training and support are available through the Massachusetts Association of Conservation Commissions. 
     Our next meeting will be October 7 at 7 pm. All are welcome to attend.

COUNCIL ON AGING NEWS October 2025

The Council on Aging continues to meet monthly, typically the third Friday of the month at 10 am, at the Town Hall.  

We are pleased to announce the hiring of our Community and Events Coordinator, Johanna Hall, who began in this 15 hour per week position during the summer. Johanna can be reached at coa@leverett.ma.us or 413-548-1022 ext. 2.  This position is funded through two sources:  10 hours from the Town budget and 5 hours from our annual state grant.   We are grateful to Town Meeting for supporting this position.  Johanna has been meeting with Board members, town department leaders and is working towards understanding systems in Leverett.  She is looking into activities that were identified in the Meet and Greet Event as well as other information we have gathered over the years.  

We have had several opportunities to volunteer at Leverett Elementary School.  Several of our members (by the way, if you are over 60 years of age, you are a COA member) were read to by first graders last year and the second grade this year invited us to speak about being a good citizen.  We look forward to more opportunities in the coming school year.

The COA has taken the lead on developing an Ad Hoc Committee on isolated older adults in Leverett.  Johanna will lead the Committee.  Services such as the town nurse, police and fire will be involved, as well as members of the community, to develop ways to become aware of isolated members of Leverett who may be interested in connection and activities.

The COA is sponsoring monthly luncheons at noon in the Town Hall.   This is an opportunity to meet and socialize with other older adults in Leverett, as well as hearing from speakers.   We continue to have a good turn-out and will have luncheons on Friday, October 24, Friday, November 21, and our annual dessert potluck on December 12.  Information about the luncheons are posted on Leverett Connects and information/reservations are also available by contacting Johanna at coa@leverett.ma.us or 413-548-1022 ext. 2. 

 Ongoing COA Offerings:
Take it easy Chair Yoga is currently on Zoom and in person on Wednesdays at 10am at the Town Hall.   A per class $6.00 donation is suggested for Leverett residents, $10.00 for those from out of town.  Contact Nancy Paglia at: npaglia62@gmail.com
Foot Care by Nurses Clinic:  This service is  open to Leverett residents aged 60 or over and to people with disabilities and is held at Town Hall.  These are 1/2 hour appointments, sponsored by the Leverett Council on Aging, and we ask for a donation of $35-$55 to offset the cost to the Town.  Please contact Fay Zipkowitz by email or at 367-9573 or the_czarina@fastmail.fm
if you would like more information on any of our programs, please contact Johanna Hall at  

Respectfully Submitted, Linda Hoer, COA Co-Chair
~In Memorium Roy Kimmel 

(Long-time Leverett resident, Roy Kimmel, died on Aug. 1, 2025. The flowing was submitted in his memory.)

(PVTA bus service for Leverett. -written by Roy several months ago!)

“If one is retired or works from home with some flex time, try taking the Leverett bus to Amherst to take in a mid-day lecture or some other event at UMass.  Have lunch at the Student Center.  Take some friends with you.  Take the bus up to Greenfield, switch to FRTA bus at the Transit Center, which has a nice waiting room, to Greenfield Community College to take in a lecture or other mid-day event there.  Head back downtown and pick up a few items at the Green Fields Market and get a bite of lunch there, or walk over to good old Brad’s Place, the likes of which hardly exist anymore, an unpretentious breakfast/luncheon dive. Have a doctor’s appointment at Baystate in Greenfield?  The bus will take you right there.  Check out the impressive new library across the street from Brad’s.  Just the other day my wife dropped her car off for repair on Main Street.  “Need to leave the car to be serviced in Greenfield overnight?  Return home on the bus and take it back when car is ready.  Convenient and easy.”
RATTLESNAKE GUTTER ROAD CONSTRUCTION
Construction to repair the collapsed sections of the retaining wall, and to repair and improve the drainage system on the western half of Rattlesnake Gutter Road, will begin on October 9 and is expected to last six to eight weeks.  Although hiking and other recreational activities can continue on Old Cave Hill Road, Old Whitney Road, and Rattlesnake Hill, while construction work is going on there will be no public access to the area between the two gates at the top and western end of the Gutter.  Further information and project updates will be made available in the weeks ahead.

If you have any questions, please contact us privately at steve.weiss47@gmail.com.

Steering Committee

Rattlesnake Gutter Restoration and Improvement Project

Fire Department News

October 5th – 11th is Fire Prevention Week.  This year’s campaign is “Charge into Safety: Lithium-Ion Batteries in Your Home” emphasizing the 3 steps to safely use Lithium-Ion batteries at home: 

Buy only listed products. When buying a product that uses a lithium-ion battery look for a safety certification mark such as UL, ETL, or CSA. This means it meets important safety standards.

Charge devices safely. Always use the cords that came with the product to charge. Follow the instructions from the manufacturer. Buy new chargers from the manufacturer or one that the manufacturer has approved. Charge your device on a hard surface. Don’t overcharge your device. Unplug it or remove the battery when it’s fully charged. 

Recycle batteries responsibly. Don’t throw lithium-ion batteries in the trash or regular recycling bins because they could start a fire. Recycle your device or battery at a safe battery recycling location. Visit call2recycle.org to find a recycling spot near you. 

Other general safety concerns to address this time of year include the following: 

Get your Winter Heating Equipment in order: Have your winter heating equipment serviced by a professional. If you burn wood, have your chimney cleaned and only burn seasoned hardwood. 

Check your Smoke and Carbon Monoxide (CO) Detectors:  We recommend that detectors are checked twice per year, and Fall is a good time to make sure your detectors are working and change your batteries. This can be paired with when you change your clocks for Daylight Savings on November 2nd (and again in the spring).

Limit Outdoor Activities that could cause a spark/ember: All of Western Massachusetts is in a Significant Drought state.  During such conditions, any outdoor burning is a risk to start a brush/forest fire.   

OPEN HOUSE: The Fire Department invites everyone to our Open House event on Thursday October 30th from 6-7:30 pm at the Public Safety Complex.  Stop by and learn about the Fire Department, see the fire trucks, see the station and safety equipment, and meet Leverett Firefighters!

Thank you, Amy Rice Deputy Chief/Acting Chief

MOSHER SHELTER RE-OPENED

The Rattlesnake Gutter Trust is pleased to announce the “re-opening” of the Mosher Conservation Area Shelter for individual and family use.  Constructed originally by the Appalachian Mountain Club along the since-discontinued section of the Metacomet and Monadnock Trail that ran through Leverett, the shelter is a large, raised, three-sided structure ideal for family outings or overnight stays by from one to eight people.  The Trust took over management of the shelter in 2020 and has since constructed a 1.75-mile loop trail that starts on Shutesbury Road and passes through the Mosher Conservation Area and the shelter site, which also contains a fire pit and a composting privy.

The Mosher Conservation Area is located in East Leverett along Rat Hollow Road and can be accessed from the Roaring Brook Conservation Area pull-off on Shutesbury Road.  Information and a map of the Mosher property showing the Mosher Shelter, the access, and the loop trail can be found at 
https://rattlesnakeguttertrust.org/p/31/Mosher-Conservation-Area

Friends of the Leverett Library
The Friends of Leverett Library are anticipating another busy year!

The annual meeting is scheduled for October 25th. Our featured speaker will be John K. Bollard, acclaimed author and academic researcher. He will present his newly published book, Protesting with Rosa Parks, which chronicles the history of the many individuals who battled for equality in public transportation for nearly 200 years. His book has generated much public interest since the September 2025 launch at the Bombyx Center for Arts and Equity and interviews by the Daily Hampshire Gazette and Bill Newman of WHMP’s “Talk the Talk.” Please join us on October 25th from 1 to 3 PM. Refreshments will be served after the presentation.

“Roads of Leverett” long-sleeved T-shirts are now on sale at the library for $25. The design is the original created by Lindsay Palermo and Peggy Sanders.  Color choices are blue with black lettering or black with green lettering. We plan to order more smaller sizes.

The 2025 Holiday Basket Auction is scheduled November 15 to December 13. All bidding will be online. Please look for the auction link on the library website beginning on November 15. All funds raised from the basket auction will be used for the benefit of the library.

Greetings from the Recreation Commission! 
Last year we surveyed residents about what kinds of recreational activities you would like to see in town. While only a few of you responded, there is quite a list of activities you’d like to see: Pickleball, Softball, Group Hikes or Walks, Group Paddles, Yoga, Table Games, Mindfulness Walks, Soccer, Billiards, Badminton, Ping-Pong and Community Meals/Potluck. The Recreation Committee does not have the human power to organize events, but let us know how we can sponsor or otherwise support your ideas! 
Pickleball will resume in the LES gym in November. Please contact Liz Etheridge <lizetheridge@verizon.net> if you are interested in joining the fun. There is a CPC grant application in the works for pickleball courts in town, too! 
There is currently an adult group playing pick-up basketball on Wednesdays, 7:00-9:00. If you participate in either of these events, plan to pitch in a couple of bucks for use of the school facilities. These and many other town happenings will soon be posted on the town’s Community Events Calendar! This can be found on the Town website, leverett.ma.us; click the “calendar” button and then the “community events” tab. If your organization is planning an event you’d like to see posted on the calendar, please let us know! 

Leverett Recreation Commission

Sadie Graham, Kate Rice and Lisa Stratford
Library News + New Hours
2-7 p.m. Tuesday & Thursday 
10-3 p.m. Wednesday, Friday & Saturday 
With the changing of the seasons come some exciting changes for our community too. We’ve adjusted our hours and are now open on Fridays! Thanks to everyone who answered our survey questions, we are delighted to serve our community in this way. We are also happy to report that we are using funds from the State Aid to Libraries program to fund the increase in hours through the end of the fiscal year. Come visit us!

Park Update
The library park, which was funded at Town Meeting through a CPC grant, is going to become a reality this fall. Look for construction starting in October. Omasta Landscaping out of Hadley expect to complete the project this fall with the stage/workshop structure to be added in the spring.

The library will remain open during construction and we ask that people walking between the school and the library use the Bill Rivers Trail or to walk along the road. We are very excited and can’t wait to unveil the new space.

Ongoing programs:

As if that’s not enough, Sarah has been designing a schedule of programs that has something for everyone. For example, every Friday morning, we have a playgroup for our youngest patrons and their families and every Thursday at 5:30 we welcome intermediate, advanced, and native Spanish speakers to share in conversation.

On two Wednesday afternoons in October, we’ll have fun Pokémon events for school-age children.

Keep an eye on our online calendar for a complete listing of events and programs at leverettlibrary.org/events.

In the Gallery:
The Friends of the North Leverett Saw Mill’s collection of works is on display in the library Community Room through October 30th. Come check out this wonderful collection of mill inspired artwork.

Do you want to display your artwork at the library? Stop in or email us for more information at leverettlibrary@gmail.com

Welcome to Peggy Marshall, longtime volunteer and library substitute. She is now a regular employee at the front desk. Stop in and say hello!

Warmly, Hannah Paessel, Library Director
News from the Leverett Conservation Commission
The Leverett Conservation Commission has welcomed Bill Corwin as its fifth member. Bill’s background in law, community outreach, and organization building, as well as his many years as a Leverett resident, have already made him an invaluable member of the board. 

In other news, the Franklin Regional Council of Governments has supported Leverett in extending the timeline of its current Open Space and Recreation Plan by three years. This OSRP resulted from many months of resource analysis and inventory, community engagement, and strategic planning led by the ConCom, and provides a considered path forward for protecting Leverett’s extraordinary natural resources for people and wildlife. Progress towards stated goals will be reassessed in 2029. 

The ConCom has also issued an Order of Conditions for the Dudleyville Road Drainage Improvement Project, designed by Tighe & Bond and initiated by the Town and the Planning Board after being identified as a hazardous flood risk in Leverett’s Hazard Mitigation Plan. This project will restructure the stormwater drainage system for Dudleyville Road, preventing washouts, stream pollution, and road closures in the future. The ConCom will oversee the project to ensure best environmental practices are being followed. Finally, we are currently in a statewide drought, and water conservation measures are crucial, especially for residents relying on shallow wells. 
Leverett Energy Committee

Three hardworking and devoted members of the Energy Committee have recently resigned: Shirley Thomas, Cynthia Kimmel, and Peggy Wolfe. A few weeks ago, member Brooke Thomas also resigned.  Each has given devotion, good judgement. intelligence, research, hard work, and humor to get us to this point in the town history. Most obviously, we would not have been awarded the Massachusetts State designation of a Green Community which had involved efforts to get more people focused on energy-saving in their homes and habits and--later--in re-cycling measures. Without these volunteers we would not have the connection with Colonial Power--our electricity brokers---that has served us well in finding sources of electrical power that do not contribute to the ongoing and accelerating issue of climate change.
        So what do those left still serving do now? We are asking NOW WHAT? Who else will step forward? We need new members who will take on some of the hardest issues facing any town committee of climate-smart green electricity that would cost less than electricity from Eversource--our regional supplier.
     In recent months the committee has taken on the larger and more complex task of creating our own town source of electricity, also known as a "micro grid." As conceived for our little town of Leverett by residents clever enough to imagine such a thing and devoted enough to find ways to actually make such an inspiration become a working reality. we have been working with leadership from member Richard Nathhorst to do just that. With help from our town administrator these two have written requests for funding this long-term project successfully. We have made significant progress because government funding has been forthcoming. With the current administration in charge that funding is completely is gone--no longer available. So, the question, "Now what? is before us in a more urgent way.  Anyone in Leverett willing to sign up? We are hopeful that new volunteers will come forward. Just to inquire and--of course--make suggestions, or volunteer to take pictures of clean laundry hanging out to dry in Leverett back yards. That effort--with clean clothes hanging out on our tiny Town Green was reportedly very influential. We need more ideas like that.

Portia Williams Weiskel for the Leverett Energy Committee 548-9737
Help Raise Funds for Meals on Wheels
Please share with your family, friends, and colleagues, gather your walking teams, and come join us on Saturday, October 18 10-2 at the Franklin County Fairgrounds in support of Meals on Wheels and other LifePath programs. We want people to donate, create walking teams, and come out and have fun for a good cause.  This family-friendly event is designed to bring everyone together for a day of fun in support of a great cause. If you can't attend the Walkathon, new this year, we are also encouraging people to hold their own mini-walkathons right in their own neighborhood. We always need volunteers for Meals on Wheels drivers and other programs too.   Give us a call if so at 413-773-5555.  Visit LifePathMA.org/Walkathon for more information!
LEF Launches Sixth Annual Fall Fund Drive
The Leverett Education Foundation has launched its sixth annual fall fund drive, and we are once more asking for your support on behalf of Leverett Elementary School.  This year, the community's help is more important than ever.  There are significant new demands on the Leverett town budget that will limit what the town can provide to LES , including a sizable increase in the yearly assessment for the regional schools and a staggering increase in the town’s health insurance premiums .  Donations can be made online at leveretteducationfoundation.org, or by mail to P.O. Box 235, Leverett MA 01054.

Thank you.
The Leverett Education Foundation
Friends of Leverett Library
c/o Leverett Library
P O Box 250
Leverett, MA 01054

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION/MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL
Please complete this and send to the library at: Box 250 Leverett, MA 01054
Circle membership type: Individual $10 Family $20 Patron $50 Lifetime $200 If your membership is other than “individual” please tell us how many people should be listed in our statistics for your membership (e.g. family of 4):________________
NAME____________________________________________
TELEPHONE________________
ADDRESS____________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS_________________________________
We ask for your email address so that we can send an acknowledgement of your membership and very occasionally send you information about events and our annual meeting. We are not allowed to access your email address from library patron records and we will not share your email address with anyone.
ALL DUES AND DONATIONS ARE TAX DEDUCTIBLE
Thank you to new members and those who have already renewed their membership
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
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