Hi all, I have just been reminded by our town counsel that every board and commission in the town that may at some point be called on to review outside applications for permits, licenses or other types of agreements should have passed the attached regulation allowing them to get funds from the applicant to hire professional consultants to help them with the review process.  For example, the con com might want a wetlands consult to review a particularly complicated application, or the ZBA may be faced with citing a marijuana facility, or the planning board with a site planning situation.  Boards that Town Counsel has mentioned that should have are the Board of Health, the Con Com, the Assessors, the Planning Board, the ZBA, the Historical Commission, and the Selectboard.   Anyone else thinks they should pass it, I think all can. 
 
I’ve attached a sample bylaw that pretty closely mirrors the MGL that creates this avenue, which you can read at the link below.
 
https://malegislature.gov/Laws/GeneralLaws/PartI/TitleVII/Chapter44/Section53G
 
 
I’m happy to help any board adapt this if you want assistance.
 
Thanks, Margie
 
Marjorie McGinnis
Administrator/LMLP Manager
Town of Leverett
PO Box 300
Leverett, MA  01054
413-548-9699
Fax 413-548-1035
townadministrator@leverett.ma.us
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