Community Preservation Committee 
11/17/2025, 7:00
Committee Members Present: 	Others Present:
	Danielle Barshak	Siby Adina
	Apple Ahearn	Roxanna Normark
	Steve Ball	Seth Wilschutz
	Richard Nathorst	Ben Normark
	Kate Rice	Christina Barber-Just
	Eva Gibavic	Christina Barber
		Matt Lorenz (zoom)
Agenda:
	1. Approve minutes from October 15, 2025
	2. Discuss applications 

Applications Discussions/Questions for proponents:

	Pickleball for All of Leverett
· Proponents handed out answers to questions raised on 10/15/25
· Discussion/Additional questions
· Cost of building two courts is not twice the cost to build one; example, cost of excavator likely the same for one or two courts
· Maintenance plan?
· Routine maintenance by pickleball volunteers
· Wetlands concern
· Not seen as an issue; see written response
· Committee considering “Friends of Leverett Pickleball” to raise funds in the future
· No fundraising at this point
· Dues currently $40/year to play; could cover maintenance costs
· Provisions could be made for those who can’t afford dues
· Discussion/concern about the construction impact on future possible use of the Library’s geothermal
· Question of how much of the court would be on top of geothermal
· Answer unclear; suggestion that a survey might be necessary to determine location of proposed pickle ball court
· Select Board approval?
· Not formally endorsed but support for continuation of the CPC process
· Change of use of the field at the school needs to be approved by town meeting per previous town meeting vote.
· Other areas investigated?
· Yes. N. Leverett Fire Station considered and rejected; too dangerous, close to road
· Exploring space at Transfer Station
· Temporary court at the School
· Would have to be resurfaced; current surface could result in injuries
· Noise concern
· Conducted simple noise test
· Neighbors have expressed concern
· Will look into different systems for mitigating sound
· Any provisions for removal of the court?
· Had not thought of that
· Permits required?
· Pickleball committee has not checked with building inspector yet
· Build a tennis court that could also be used for pickleball?
· One tennis court is larger than 2 pickleball courts
· Suggestions going forward:
· Map showing location with layers that show Library geothermal and proposed pickleball court
· Professional sound mitigation assessment, with specifics 
· Provide additional data as soon as possible
	
	LES School Playground Improvement Project
· Maintenance cost question: would this result in a projected increase in the school budget?
· No, it would be covered by funding for the school maintenance.
· Current situation?
· Some parts rusted, wood splintered
· Conditions did not meet summer Champions Afterschool Program
· Want to bring the entire playground up to ADA standards
· Other funding?
· Applied for Municipal ADA grant
· Goal to complete playground in the spring Municipal ADA grant and CPA funding 

	Affordable Housing Trust proposal
· Proposal is to transfer mandatory set aside funds for CPA affordable housing fund
· Voted unanimously to approve acceptance of the late proposal

	Friends of the North Leverett Sawmill
· Generalized discussion of adaptive reuse and/or historic preservation
· Question relative to permits
· The sawmill is currently in a rural residential zone. It would seem that the FONLS plan would involve a change of use.
· Would the change of use be possible given new FEMA regulations?
· Would new FEMA regulations and change of use impact septic plans? 
· Permit concerns to be conveyed to FONLS prior to December meeting. 

Meeting adjourned at 8:55 
