Minutes
Annual Town Meeting
June 20, 2020
Annual Town Meeting was held outside the Elementary School due to the Covid 19 pandemic. Chairs were spaced 6 feet apart, masks were worn, attendees were asked to sign in case contact tracing was needed at a later time, and other precautions were taken. The meeting was called to order by Moderator, Larry Farber, at 9:14 am. A moment of silence was observed for those who passed this year and those struggling with the virus. At an earlier Select Board meeting the board, with the Moderator, had voted to reduce the quorum of Town Meeting, as allowed by recent Covid legislation. There was an estimated 70 in attendance.
Article One:  To choose all necessary town officers to serve for periods prescribed by law or Town bylaw, or take any action relative thereto. Moderator explains the election process.
Nominations taken: One three-year Assessors: vacant; one one-year Assessor: Jim Staros; two three-year Board of Health: Sara Todd and Pete Sylvan; two three-year Finance Committee: Ann Delano and Jed Proujansky; two three-year Library Trustees: Joan Godsey and Chris Condit; one four-year Planning Board: Tom Ewing; one five-year Planning Board: Steve Freeman; one three-year Constable: John Swartz; two three-year School Committee: vacant; Craig Cohen, one three-year; one three-year Select Board: Tom Hankinson. The Moderator directed the Clerk to cast one ballot for the slate of candidates. 
[bookmark: _Hlk3190203][bookmark: _Hlk5284154]Article Two:  To see if the Town will vote to extend the mandate of the Revenue Committee for an additional year to continue to explore, examine, and present for consideration potential ongoing revenue opportunities for the Town of Leverett. The Committee will do so in keeping with the original terms as set forth in the 2019 Town Meeting Warrant Article Twenty-five. The Selectboard shall appoint or reappoint up to seven (7) individuals to serve on this Committee for a period of one year, or take any action relative thereto.
Motion (     Tom     )    I move that the Town vote to extend the mandate of the Revenue Committee for an additional year to continue to explore, examine, and present for consideration potential ongoing revenue opportunities for the Town of Leverett. The Committee will do so in keeping with the original terms as set forth in the 2019 Town Meeting Warrant Article Twenty-five. The Selectboard shall appoint or reappoint up to seven (7) individuals to serve on this Committee for a period of one year.
Seth Seeger, Chair, gave a brief update.
Carries unanimously.
Housekeeping articles: In order to keep the meeting as brief as possible the following 10 articles were read by the Moderator, with voters instructed to say “hold” to any that they wished further discussion on. The unheld articles would be passed in one motion.
Article Three:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $80,000 into the Stabilization Account to fund the Capital Plan, or take any action relative thereto.
Unhled. Carries unanimously.
Article Four:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $10,000 from Account #712 for the Fiber Optic Network construction to the town debt principal account, or take any action relative thereto.
[bookmark: _Hlk44682921]Unhled. Carries unanimously.
[bookmark: _Hlk5099208][bookmark: _Hlk5284248]Article Five:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer from Free Cash the sum of $24,745.29, which is the sum received from Medicaid for Special Education Cost at Leverett Elementary School as follows:  $22,745.29 to the OPEB trust account and $2,000 to the FY 2021 operating budget of the Elementary School to cover expenses incurred for Medicaid reporting, or take any action relative thereto.
Unhled. Carries unanimously.
Article Six:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $89,154 from the unspent Mass. School Building Authority project funds into Stabilization, or take any action relative thereto. 
Unhled. Carries unanimously.
Article Seven:   To see if the town will vote to rescind the provisions of MGL Chapter 41 Section 108L, an educational incentive statute for police officers in Massachusetts, known as “The Quinn Bill” that was adopted at the Annual Town Meeting on April 27, 2002, or take any action relative thereto.
Held. Voter asked for clarification of what the Quinn Bill was and why it was being rescinded. Peter explained that it was no longer being 50% funded by the state and the town had not paid it for several years. 
Carries.
Article Eight:  To see if the Town will vote to reauthorize the following spending limits for the revolving funds for certain town departments under Massachusetts General Laws Chapter 44 Section 53E ½ for the fiscal year beginning July 1, 2020, or take any action relative thereto:
	[bookmark: _Hlk479322507]Revolving Fund
	Revenue Source
	Use
	Restrictions or Conditions on Expenditures

	Library
	Fees for copying and printing
	Copier and printer expenses

	Spending limit of $1,000

	Library
	Fines
	Purchase books, audios & videos
	Spending limit of $3,000

	Town Grounds Maintenance
	Sale of plants, donations
	Maintain town gardens & landscape town property
	Spending limit of $1,000

	Fire Inspections
	Inspections
	Fire Inspectors and fire inspection expenses
	Spending limit of $2,500

	Home Composting Program
	Sale of compost bins and donations
	Home composting bin distribution program expenses
	Spending limit of $1,000

	Council on Aging
	Fees and Donations
	Costs associated with programs sponsored by the Council on Aging
	Spending limit of $5,000


Unhled. Carries unanimously.
[bookmark: _Hlk41573334]Article Nine:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectboard to enter into contracts with the Massachusetts Department of Transportation for construction and/or maintenance of highways or other permissible expenditures from the Transportation Bond monies (Chapter 90) and authorize the Selectboard to accept any monies from the Commonwealth of Massachusetts for highway construction and/or maintenance related work, or take any action relative thereto.
Unhled. Carries unanimously.
Article Ten:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Treasurer to enter into compensating balance agreements during Fiscal 2021 as permitted by MGL Chapter 44, Section 53F, or take any action relative thereto.
Unhled. Carries unanimously.
Article Eleven:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $803.66 from Bond Premiums Reserved to the Town Interest Account, or take any action relative thereto.
Unhled. Carries unanimously.
Article Twelve:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $941.22 from Bond Premiums Reserved for School Debt Payment to the School Interest Account, or take any action relative thereto.
Unhled. Carries unanimously.
Article Thirteen:  To see if the Town will vote to set the salaries of elected officials as provided by MGL Chapter 41, Section 108, to be made effective from July 1, 2020 as presented in the budget, or take any action relative thereto.
Unhled. Carries unanimously.
Bills of Prior years, need 4/5 vote to pass
Article Fourteen:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $3,254 from Free Cash to pay the FY 20 Franklin County Solid Waste Management District invoices to the Transfer Station as a bill of prior year, or take any action relative thereto. 
Motion: (     TOM          )      I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $3,254 from Free Cash to pay the FY 20 Franklin County Solid Waste Management District invoices to the Transfer Station as a bill of prior year. 
Carries unanimously.
Article Fifteen:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $4,276 from Free Cash to pay the FY 20 benefits invoice for Union 28 employees as a bill of prior year, or take any action relative thereto. 
Motion:  (      TOM          )      I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $4,276 from Free Cash to pay the FY 20 benefits invoice for Union 28 employees as a bill of prior year.
Carries unanimously.
Article Sixteen:  To see if the Town will vote to amend Section VI of the Amherst Pelham Regional School District Agreement by adding subsection (j) as follows: For Fiscal Year 2021 only, the alternative operating budget assessment shall be calculated as 45% of a five-year average of minimum contributions with the remainder of the assessment allocated to the member towns in accordance with the per-pupil method found in Section VI (e) of the Amherst Pelham Regional School District Agreement. The five-year average of minimum contributions will include the five most recent years, or take any other action relative thereto. 
Motion:  (        TOM          )      I move that the Town vote to amend Section VI of the Amherst Pelham Regional School District Agreement by adding subsection (j) as follows: For Fiscal Year 2021 only, the alternative operating budget assessment shall be calculated as 45% of a five-year average of minimum contributions with the remainder of the assessment allocated to the member towns in accordance with the per-pupil method found in Section VI (e) of the Amherst Pelham Regional School District Agreement. The five-year average of minimum contributions will include the five most recent years. 
Carries.
Article Seventeen: To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate or transfer from available funds such sums of money as shall be necessary to meet Town expenses, or take any action relative thereto.
Moderator reads each line item, asking for “holds” on budget items up for more discussion. The only item held is elections ($3,170). Town Clerk, Lisa Stratford explains the changes to elections this year, due to Covid, which will require extra staffing/help. Total budget carries for a total for FY 21 of $6,261,432.
[bookmark: _Hlk5283912][bookmark: _Hlk5283495][bookmark: _Hlk510701802]Article Eighteen:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $13,000 from Free Cash to purchase, install and cover other related expenses for a new boiler at the Public Safety Complex, or take any action relative thereto. 
Motion:  (       TOM             )      I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $13,000 from Free Cash to purchase, install and cover other related expenses for a new boiler at the Public Safety Complex. 
Carries.
Article Nineteen:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $3,025 from Free Cash to assist in the cost to purchase, install and cover other related expenses related to repairs of the geothermal heating system at the Library, or take any action relative thereto. 
Motion: (       JULIE            )      I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $3,025 from Free Cash to assist in the cost to purchase, install and cover other related expenses related to repairs of the geothermal heating system at the Library. 
Carries.
Article Twenty:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $8,000 from Free Cash to cover additional repairs to a 4 ton geothermal unit of the Library’s Geothermal heating system which burned internally from a compressor which malfunctioned, or take any action relative thereto.
Motion: (         JULIE               )       I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $8,000 from Free Cash to cover additional repairs to a 4 ton geothermal unit of the Library’s Geothermal heating system which burned internally from a compressor which malfunctioned.
Finance Committee recommends. Carries unanimously.
Article Twenty-One:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $6,900 from Free Cash to clean and repoint the Town Hall chimney and related expenses, or take any action relative thereto. 
Motion: Article Twenty-One:  (         JULIE               )       I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $6,900 from Free Cash to clean and repoint the Town Hall chimney and related expenses. 
Finance Committee recommends. Carries unanimously.
Article Twenty-Two:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $2,950 from Free Cash for the construction of a new Police Department evidence room at the Public Safety Complex, or take any action relative thereto. 
Motion: (       JULIE             )       I  move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $2,950 from Free Cash for the construction of a new Police Department evidence room at the Public Safety Complex.
Chief Minckler explains the current situation and need for a new evidence room. Finance Committee supports. Carries unanimously.
Article Twenty-Three:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $4,600 from Free Cash for the purchase of two sets of firefighter protective turnout gear to replace two expired sets that meet the latest NFPA standard, or take any action relative thereto.
Motion: (      JULIE          )      I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $4,600 from Free Cash for the purchase of two sets of firefighter protective turnout gear to replace two expired sets that meet the latest NFPA standard.
Finance Committee supports. Carries.
Article Twenty-Four:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $2,250 from Free Cash to serve as a 5% grant match for the Assistance to Firefighter Grant through FEMA for the acquisition of jaws of life and other vehicle extraction equipment, use of the funds to be contingent upon the receipt of the grant funds, or take any action relative thereto. 
Motion: (      JULIE           )       I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $2,250 from Free Cash to serve as a 5% grant match for the Assistance to Firefighter Grant through FEMA for the acquisition of jaws of life and other vehicle extraction equipment, use of the funds to be contingent upon the receipt of the grant funds. 
Carries unanimously.
Article Twenty-Five:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $14,263 from Free Cash for expenses related to exploring the deep well solution to the water situation for the Teawaddle Hill Road neighborhood, or take any action relative thereto. 
Motion: (       JULIE            )      I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $14,263 from Free Cash for expenses related to exploring the deep well solution to the water situation for the Teawaddle Hill Road neighborhood. 
Virgina Gooodale requests to amend the article to add an additional $14,263 to pay for expenses related to deep well exploration because it was not part of the original plan submitted to town meeting last year and a deadline for completion of an agreement with Amherst for the waterline. The Moderator explains that he will not accept the motion because money can’t be raised/added to the budget this way. He explains that the amendment is outside the scope of the original article. An update on the water situation at Teawaddle Hill Rd. is given by Tom and Peter.
Amendment denied by Moderator. Finance Committee approves. Carries.
Article Twenty-Six:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $10,000 from Free Cash to cover a new DEP requirement for a one time per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) and other substances testing of the water in the Teawaddle Hill Road neighborhood, or take any action relative thereto. 
Motion: (      PETER        )      I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $5,000 from Free Cash to cover a new DEP requirement for a one time per- and poly-fluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) and other substances testing of the water in the Teawaddle Hill Road neighborhood. 
Pat Duffy offers the following amendment: To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $5,000 from Free Cash to cover a MassDep requirement for PFAS testing (the chemicals found in fire retardants, Teflon etc.), in relation to landfill leachate, for 6 homes on Teawadddle Hill Rd., 2 homes on Cushman Rd., and 1 home on East Leverett Rd. in Amherst. This year’s testing may or may not be a one-year event depending on test findings and future state requirements for landfill PFAS testing.
Amendment carries. Article as amended carries.
Article Twenty-Seven:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $6,700 from Free Cash to cover a legacy deficit in the Police Detail account, or take any action relative thereto. 
Motion:  (      PETER           )      I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $6,700 from Free Cash to cover a legacy deficit in the Police Detail account. 
Carries.
Article Twenty-Eight:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $7,000 from Free Cash for the transfer of town building phones, including the Leverett Elementary School, over to a voice over internet (VOIP) system, or take any action relative thereto. 
Motion:  (   PETER          )      I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $7,000 from Free Cash for the transfer of town building phones, including the Leverett Elementary School, over to a voice over internet (VOIP) system. 
Finance Committee supports. Carries unanimously.
Article Twenty-Nine:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $6,000 from Free Cash to install an air conditioning system for the server room at the Leverett Elementary School, or take any action relative thereto. 
Motion: : (     PETER       )       I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $6,000 from Free Cash to install an air conditioning system for the server room at the Leverett Elementary School. 
Finance Committee supports. Carries.
Article Thirty:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $13,000 from Stabilization to purchase a new gas stove and related equipment and expenses for the Leverett Elementary School, or take any action relative thereto. Needs 2/3 vote to pass
Motion: (    PETER        )      I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $13,000 from Stabilization to purchase a new gas stove and related equipment and expenses for the Leverett Elementary School.
Finance Committee recommends. Carries unanimously.
Article Thirty-One:  To see if the Town will vote to transfer the sum of $48,000 from Stabilization to purchase new radios and related equipment and expenses for the Police and Fire Departments, or take any action relative thereto. 
Motion:  (       PETER       )      I move that the Town vote to transfer the sum of $48,000 from Stabilization to purchase new radios and related equipment and expenses for the Police and Fire Departments. 
Chiefs Minckler and Ingram explain the county-wide problems with the current system breaking down. Finance Committee recommends. Carries unanimously.
Article Thirty-Two:  To see if the town will vote to borrow the sum of $227,500 for the purchase and equipping of an excavator for the Highway Department, such borrowing to be contingent upon the passage of a subsequent debt exclusion election, or take any action relative thereto.
Motion :  (     PETER      )      I move that the Town vote to borrow the sum of $227,500 for the purchase and equipping of an excavator for the Highway Department, such borrowing to be contingent upon the passage of a subsequent debt exclusion election.
Matt Boucher, new Highway Supt., describes the limitations of the current equipment for big jobs and the potential with the new equipment. Money could be saved by not having to hire out big jobs. Capital Planning and Finance Committee support. Carries unanimously.
[bookmark: _Hlk5284040][bookmark: _Hlk4060108]Article Thirty-Three:  To see if the Town will vote to amend the Leverett Zoning-Bylaw as follows, or take any action relative thereto.:
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Leverett Zoning-Bylaw, the proposed changes are:  
      - proposed revisions to Section 2200. Use Regulations;
      - addition of a section 2240. Accessory Buildings and Uses to add a new section 2248. that addresses Temporary Storage Units; and
      - proposed revisions to Article VI. Definitions to add new definitions for Inns, Storage Units and Microbreweries and to amend the existing definition for Structures.
The complete text of the proposed revisions is on file with the Town Clerk and is available for inspection from her and is also available from the Town of Leverett website posted to Planning Board and will be available at Town Meeting.
Motion: (  Ken Kahn    )      I move that the Town vote to amend the Leverett Zoning-Bylaw as follows:
To see if the Town will vote to amend the Leverett Zoning-Bylaw, the proposed changes are:  
      - proposed revisions to Section 2200. Use Regulations;
      - addition of a section 2240. Accessory Buildings and Uses to add a new section 2248. that addresses Temporary Storage Units; and
      - proposed revisions to Article VI. Definitions to add new definitions for Inns, Storage Units and Microbreweries and to amend the existing definition for Structures.
Ken Kahn, Planning Board Chair answers some questions from voters.
Carries unanimously.
[bookmark: _Hlk5284190][bookmark: _Hlk5871610][bookmark: m_-85314850595568689_m_-2727350393858898]Article Thirty-Four:  To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Selectboard to release unto Denzel G. Hankinson and Frances R. Hankinson of 77 Depot Road Leverett, MA, the following easement held by the Town as the easement is no longer needed, or take any other action relative thereto:
an appurtenant easement for passage and for installation of utilities and services within a strip of land fifty (50) feet in width along the stone wall on the west boundary of the tract being conveyed, extending southerly from Depot Road to the opening for a passageway in said stone wall.
Motion: : (     PETER         )       I move that the Town vote to authorize the Selectboard to release unto Denzel G. Hankinson and Frances R. Hankinson of 77 Depot Road Leverett, MA, the following easement held by the Town as the easement is no longer needed:
an appurtenant easement for passage and for installation of utilities and services within a strip of land fifty (50) feet in width along the stone wall on the west boundary of the tract being conveyed, extending southerly from Depot Road to the opening for a passageway in said stone wall.
Carries unanimously.
Motion to adjourn Town Meeting (11:00 am). Seconded. Carries unanimously.


