DRAFT COMMUNITY
PRESERVATION

REPORT AND PLAN

LEVERETT, MASSACHUSETTS

2026



CONTENTS

P UIDOSE . e

The Massachusetts Community Preservation Act

Open Space

Historic Preservation

Community Housing

RECICALION ..o e e e e e

Leverett Community Profile

The Community Preservation Act in Leverett ..................¢ccimeeveeenen D

Composition of the Committee

Procedures

DecCision GUIEINES ..o e e e e,

Leverett CPA FINANCES. ...t e e e e e,

Completed CPA Projects

Needs, Possibilities, and Resources .........ccovveveeeeieeinnnn 900,

OPEN SPACE ..t e e e e e e

HIiSTONC PresServation ... .......oouo oo e e e e,

CommuNity HOUSING «.vvveie e e e e e e e e e e e e

RECICALION .. e e e

Community Preservation Plan ..o e e

Attachment A: Timeline of the Community PresergatAct in Leverett

Attachment B: Application FOrm ..........cooiiiiiiiiiii i e e e

.. 10

.11

.13

.. 24



Approved by the Leverett Community Preservation Guttee 3/2026

COMMUNITY PRESERVATION REPORT AND PLAN
Leverett, Massachusetts
2026

Purpose

The Purpose of this Report and Plan is to inforenditizens of Leverett about the
Community Preservation Act (CPA) and its requiretagdescribe the needs,
possibilities, and resources of Leverett in regar@PA, inform the community about the
procedures and actions of the Leverett Communiggé&twation Committee (CPC), and
encourage community groups and individuals to psegwojects which would benefit
the town.

The Massachusetts Community Preservation Act

The Massachusetts Community Preservation Act, @n&67 of the Acts of 2000,
became law in September 2000. CPA allows comnasit impose a surcharge of one
to three percent on real estate taxes to raisesfiordpen space, historic preservation,
community housing, and recreation. Communitiescviaidopt the CPA surcharge are
eligible to receive up to 100% matching funds frar8tate trust fund which raises money
from fees imposed on State Registry of Deeds tatioses. This match is subject to
change if registry fees do not provide sufficiamds. These funds are transferred to
communities annually and all funds are kept inredebearing accounts.

Annually at least 10% of the funds raised mustgmnsor reserved for projects in each
of the categories of open space, historic presernvand community housing. The
remaining 70% may be spent for any of these pugposéor recreation. The committee
may also use up to 5% for administrative experfsasds do not have to be spent in the
same year as received, but can accumulate forefspending.

To date, 20Df the state’s communities, (approximately 57%)éhadopted CPA. About
half of participant communities adopted the maxinthnee percent surcharge.

The permitted uses of CPA funds are defined asvisl

Open Space. Acquisition, creation, and presemaifmpen space. “Open space”
includes: land that protects scenic vistas, fotkkted, land that protects wells, aquifers
and recharge areas, and fields. Community presemnviunds may be used to protect
open space by outright purchase, or by extingugsbimimiting development rights
through the purchase of permanent conservatiogracudtural preservation easements or
restrictions.



Historic Preservation. Acquisition, preservaticghabilitation, and restoration of historic
resources. “Historic resources” are defined dmiilling, structure, vessel, real property,
document or artifact that is listed or eligible figsting on the state register of historic
places or has been determined by the Historicalr@igsion to be significant in the
history, archeology, architecture, or culture of&eett. Community Preservation funds
may be used for the preservation, restoration rahdbilitation of existing historic
resources (including Town-owned historic resourdes) not for routine maintenance.
Investment in historic resources must be proteloted permanent historic preservation
easement and provide public benefit.

Community Housing. Creation, preservation, ancsupof community housing.
“Community housing” is defined as: low income (lésan 80% of the area-wide median)
and moderate income (less than 100% of the area-w&tlian) housing for individuals
and families, including low or moderate income sehiousing. Community
Preservation funds may be used for low interest fmagrams to income-eligible first-
time home buyers, for financial assistance to ineaiigible homeowners, for gap
funding for non-profit community development coraibons or for-profit developers, to
match state or federal low-income housing grantfproother “support” of community
housing. The Town’s investment in community housiogowned by the Town must be
protected by a long-term affordability restriction.

Recreation. Acquisition, creation, and preservatibland for public recreation.
“Recreation” is defined to include active or passeaeation, including, but not limited
to, the following: community gardens, trails, nomamercial youth and adult sports, and
parks, playgrounds, and athletic fields.

The Community Preservation Coalition was formeddsist communities in adopting
CPA and resolve questions about permitted uses.slipported by a sliding scale of
dues from participating towns and cities.

Leverett Community Profile

Leverett is located in Franklin County, just noofhrAmherst. The population is about

1800, of whom ovet500 are registered voters. The town encompasses 23 square
miles, is mainly wooded and residential, and hamBés of roads. There is only one

store and no other commercial establishments imt&hile few of its citizens are still
employed in rural trades there is a strong commmtriteethe town’s rural character.

Leverett has Town Meeting government, making atraf its spending decisions at
an Annual Town Meeting at the end of April or begimg of May. The town has an
annual budget of about $7.2 million with about 6@Pthat going for elementary and
secondary schools. Leverett Elementary Schodhisgs School Union 28 with the
towns of Shutesbury, Erving, Wendell, and New Salénthe middle and High School
level, Leverett is part of a regional school syst&mherst Regional, with the
neighboring towns of Amherst, Shutesbury, and Relha



In recent years the town has accomplished mucle elégmentary school was renovated
and an addition completed in 2001. A public satetsnplex was completed in 2002, and
a new library completed in 2003. These buildingsserve the town for many years,
and, since they were partly financed by borrowthg,town’s taxpayers will be paying
for them for many years. Therefore, while eaclr ylea town strives to balance the
budget without eroding important services, theeepapjects which many townspeople
would like to pursue which may never rank as arfyio CPA offers a possible way of
pursuing such projects.

Leverett citizens have a relatively high level dtieation and the highest household
income in Franklin County. Leverett also has maayifies of modest income. This
diversity in town suggests the need for sensitintgllocating CPA funds to a range of
different and possibly competing interests.

Leverett completed a Community Development Pla20d4, a Heritage Landscape
Inventory in 2009, and a 2011 Update to the Reimea@nd Open Space Plan for 2005-
2010. Leverett first implemented Zoning Bylawshe 1950’s and has refined them over
the years to reflect the preferences of the ciizdBach of these documents offers
information about the values and goals of the comity@and provides direction in
pursuing future projects through CPA.

The Community Preservation Act in Leverett

Leverett was one of the early adopters of the GP#he state. The 2001 Annual Town
Meeting authorized a CPA Study Committee. The 280Rual Town Meeting adopted
the CPA at the 3% level, the highest amount poss#id, in order to mitigate the impact
on those of more limited means, voted to exemppgnty owned and occupied by a
person who would qualify for low-income housing@wv and moderate income senior
housing and the first $100,000 of assessed valuatiaresidential properties. Shortly
thereafter the Community Preservation Committeefwaned. (See Attachment A for a
Timeline of CPA history in Leverett.)

Composition of the CPC. CPA regulations requif@omamunity Preservation Committee
(CPC) of five to nine members. The Leverett CPCde®&n members with one
representative each from the Historical CommisdRegreation Commission,
Conservation Commission, Planning Board, and Afibid Housing Committee, and two
at-large members appointed by the Select Boardmdare three years, with
approximately one third of terms expiring each y@ée Chair is elected annually by the
members. Meetings occur monthly from the fall tlglo Spring Town Meeting or as
needed. Meetings are posted subject to Massath@eeral Law requirements.

Procedures. The role of the Leverett CPC is tpaed to proposals from the community
rather than to initiate projects. The CPC revignagposals and recommends to Town
Meeting those it feels qualify for consideratiom @PA funding.



The Application form is available online at the towebsite or in hard copy at the Town
Hall. (See Attachment B for a copy of the forn€pmpleted applications are due on
October 1, but the CPC may accept late applicaties the deadline, for emergency or
other appropriate reasons, according to the comestidiscretion.

Project proponents submit fairly comprehensivegubflescriptions and appear before
the CPC. Thorough discussions may result in masesiipns or suggestions for the
proponent. The CPC reviews submitted applicatiordetermine whether proposed
projects are eligible for CPA funding and whethesgmsed projects are sufficiently
developed in terms of their work plan and apprdpria terms of timing for further
consideration. After reviewing an application, ®eC may ask an applicant to provide
additional information. The Community Preservati@malition is helpful in determining
permissible uses and providing information aboojquts in other communities.

The CPC then seeks public comment on the Annaal 8hd on the proposed projects
which are presented by the applicants at a legalertised public hearing scheduled in
early March. After hearing public comment, CPC rbers vote on the Annual Plan and
on the submitted proposals. The CPC makes itsrisg@ammendations for funding in the
form of warrant articles to be voted on at therspAnnual Town Meeting. A proposal
may be rejected by the CPC because it doesn’t @R€Etrequirements, doesn’t meet the
CPC Decision Guidelines (see below), or becausdrncomplete or not adequately
developed.

Town Meeting has the final authority to award fufidsn Leverett's Community
Preservation Fund. At the Annual Town Meeting, ghgjects are presented by the
applicants. There is the opportunity for CPC memie present a minority opinion if
they oppose a project. Town meeting requires a@@ for land acquisition and a
majority vote for other funding. Funding for apped projects is available, on a
reimbursement basis, following Town Meeting, subjecsatisfaction of any closing
conditions established by the CPC.

Decision Guidelines. The following Decision Guidelk were approved by the Leverett
CPC for evaluation of proposals for CPA funding83é/03.

Note: All proposals must be complete and addressngnt legal and zoning issues,
including historic preservation or affordabilitystections.

General Criteria for Evaluating Project Proposals
Save a resource that might soon be lost.
Preserve essential community character.
Contribute to Town vitality.
Demonstrated Town support.
Produce high benefit/cost value.
Serve more than one CPA purpose.
Show that the project is the most feasible of oygio
Create incentive for private projects.



Decision Guidelines — Community Housing:
Contribute to 10% affordability goal.
Ensure longer-term affordability.
Promote reuse of existing buildings or constructarpreviously developed sites.
Convert market rate to affordable units.

Decision Guidelines — Historic Preservation:
Project is listed, eligible for listing, or detemeid to be a significant historical
resource.
Preserve/restore a Town-owned resource.
Preserve/restore an endangered resource.
Enable public access.
Preserve a resource that retains historic integrity

Decision Guidelines — Open Space and Recreatiged?so
Listed in Town’s Open Space Plan.
Add to existing open spaces.
Provide biodiversity, wildlife habitat, or resounsaxlamation
Preserve wetlands.
Mitigate flooding.
Protect scenic views.
Support multiple recreation uses.
Serve large number of residents.
Provide passive as well as active uses.
Preserve sight lines and access consistent with sppe&ce.
Enhance opportunities for handicapped persons.

Adapted from “Decision Guidelines” of the Newtonr@munity Preservation
Committee, with permission. Revised 7/02/03

Leverett CPA Finances. Since Leverett adoptedCramunity Preservation Act at
Town Meeting in 2002, the Community Preservationd-has received over 4 million
dollars, half from tax payers and half from theetaatch. So far, with only two
exceptions, Leverett has received a 100% match aatlevery year including the most
recent. For 2024, only eight towns out of the &B@s and towns that received CPA
funds from the state received the maximum 100% Imatc

Thus far Leverett Town Meeting has spent or alledatpproximatel$2,707,00mn
completed projects and to fund the Affordable Hogsirust. Including money spent on
completed projects and money appropriated for ptej@ progress or in the planning
stages, allocations thus far to¥1138,530(27%) for historic preservatio$551,040

(20%) for open spac&815,52930%) for recreation an¥602,470(22%) for community
housing (in trust). The amount currently availdiolefuture projects is ove$1,200,000.
Of that, certain amounts are reserved for openesgastoric preservation, or community
housing, but over $900,000 is undesignated.



Completed CPA Projects. The following projectsénaeen funded with CPA funds:

Project
Town Hall Windows

Library Wetlands

Moore’s Corners Schoolhouse (1)
Leverett School Playground
Moore’s Corners Schoolhouse (11)
Old Library/Museum

Allocated
$ 25,542

9,880

1,500
18,050
4,626

5,157

__€aqory
historic presgion
open space
historic preservatio
recreation
historic preservatio
historic prastion

Leverett Pond Friendship Trail Land (1) , 30 recreation

North Leverett Sawmill 115,000 historic presdion
Affordable Housing Trust Fund 77,570 housing

Land on Brushy Mountain 21,000 open space
Leverett Pond Recreation Area 237 cancelled

Town Hall Preservation Study 2,000 historic presdioa
Leverett Pond Inlet Channel 9,800 open space
Leverett Crafts and Arts Building 23,500 historic preservati
Leverett Pond Friendship Trail Land (II) 1,256 recreation

National Register Historic Districts 7,000 historic preselmat
Town Hall Restoration 126,210 historic presdion
Teawaddle Farm Conservation Restriction 170,00 open space

Moores Corner Fence Restoration 15,000 historic preservation
North Cemetery Grave Stone Restoration 5.9 historic preservation
Bill Rivers Conservation Area Bridges 2,000 recreation

Leverett Preschool Playground 15,605 recreation

Cave Hill Land Acquisition 185,000 opsrace
Affordable Housing Trust (II) 160,000 hougin

Moore’s Corner Cemetery (1) 6,000 higtqrreservation
Governor Leverett Portrait Restoration 2,378 historic preservation
Town Highway Garage Rehabilitation 125,000 stdric preservation
Moore’s Corner Cemetery 11,250 historiesgrvation
North (Jackson Hill) Cemetery 22 historic preservation
LCA Master Plan/ Report 8,620 historic preservation
Open Space and Rec. Plan 21,000 open space

Mt. Hope Cemetery 28,400 historic preagon
LCA roof 25,000 historic preservation
Historic Assets Survey. 5,000 histgnieservation
Historic Assets Plan 12,000 historicgergation
Historic District Signs 2,542 histopgoeservation
Affordable Housing (Ownership) 150,000 hogsi

Affordable Housing (Downpayment) 100,000 usiog

Trail bridges, benches, signs 10,000 eEn

Leverett Pond Dam 130,000 hist. pres./qparce
A Sense of Where You Are (I11) 37,500 h@tes.

Rattlesnake Hill 24,000 open gpac

Transfer to Affordable Housing Trust 114,900 housing



North Leverett Sawmill Design Plan 24,500 historic preservation

North Leverett Sawmill Heritage Trail(l) 832 recreation

North Leverett Sawmill Heritage Trail (II) 8,500. Recreation

Library Pocket Park 374,529 Recreation
Rattlenake Gutter Trall 265,000 Recreation
Amherst Regional Track 176,000 ecieation

Graves Ironworks Mapping 24,500 Historic preservation
Town Weights and Measures 8,000 Histpreservation

TOTAL: $2,707,569

Needs, Possibilities, and Resources

There is strong support in Leverett for each ofgbals of the CPA: open space
preservation, historic preservation, community ogisand recreation. The town has a
Conservation Commission, a long-standing land tris$te Rattlesnake Gutter Trust, an
active Historical Commission, an active HistoriBalciety, and an Affordable Housing
Committee. Yet Leverett’'s annual budget concernd te limit possibilities in these
areas. In addition, sometimes these goals comyp#teeach other for resources.

Open Space. Through many public processes ofasie30 years Leverett residents have
stated a clear mandate to their public officialet@ct the rural character of our

town. While this means many different things,angrally includes protecting back
lands, hill tops, wildlife habitat, groundwateregsac views, open fields, our remaining
farm land, and minimizing traffic and housing déysiMuch of the support for passage
of the CPA was from this constituency. Purchasamgl or conservation restrictions on
land with CPA funds is a very effective means aftpcting open space.

Leverett has used CPA funds to purchase threeradgpparcels on the shore of Leverett
Pond, adjacent to other land already owned by tven] to offer access to the pond,
continue public access to the existing Friendshgil,Tand preserve the view across the
pond. CPA funds have also been used to purchaselpaf land on Rattlesnake Hill and
on Brushy Mountain, both adjacent to other prowtaead and part of a long-range plan
for each area, as well as on Cave Hill Road. Farging from individuals has
supplemented the Town’s expenditures on land aitiguisn several cases. In addition,
open space funds have been used to purchase avaiimserestriction on Teawaddle
Hill Farm, to restore the Inlet Channel at the bafskeeverett Pond to provide public
access, and to restore an area of native wetlagatstine library and elementary school
for habitat protection and wildlife education.

Historic Preservation. Indigenous people livethia area that became known as Leverett
for thousands of years before colonists settlecetirethe 1700s. The town was
incorporated as Leverett after separating from $dadd. It is fortunate to have retained
much of the original feeling of the early communitith village centers clustered




around white steepled churches. Many of the 18th1®th century homes remain close
to their original appearances. Leverett has hadyngdizens actively involved in
preserving the town’s history through its Histoli€@mmission and Historical Society.
Historic public buildings and private homes, stovadls, cellar holes, and artifacts all
contribute to the town’s character. Leverett idufpate to have publicly owned
structures of historic significance as well as mpnyate homes that preserve the
appearance of our community in another era. Theeval this resource is recognized by
the high level of care and preservation these si$sete received over the years.

CPA funds may be spent for the acquisition, presteyi, rehabilitation, and restoration
of historic resources when an appropriate progadentified by a community proponent.
Funds may be used for both town-owned and privatetyed properties. If funded, the
owner of private property receiving CPA funds mmistint an historic preservation
restriction to the town. Funds may not be usedrfamtenance.

CPA funds have been used to restore the extertbthenbell tower of the Moore’s
Corner School House and Meeting House which hotlieekeverett Historical Society,
and to rehabilitate the former town library whiabulses the Field Family Museum. CPA
funds have been used to scan and digitize hisimeaments to ensure their survival.
CPA funds have been allocated to the developmethiegproject “A Sense of Where
You Are,” a research and educational program logpkinthe town'’s industrial history
and relics. CPA funds have also been used toreetiie flood and snow damaged North
Leverett Sawmill which appears on the Town sedl, tarrestore the street side of the
historic box factory which now houses Leverett @aind Arts, as well as to repair the
roof. In addition, CPA funds have been used fetamtion of the exterior of the historic
Leverett Town Hall, to preserve and restore thérprof Governor Leverett and for the
services of professional consultants to researdhpagpare documents for National
Register Historic Districts for North Leverett, M@t Corner, and East Leverett, to join
our existing Leverett Center Historic District atodcreate a Master Plan for the LCA.
CPA funds have also been allocated to the Friehttsed\orth Leverett Sawmill to
support their efforts to restore the mill and to@lep trails on the properties (both
private and public).

Community Housing. Although the town has expresteshg support for protecting
open space and the rural character of the townhaadought to limit development in the
most rural areas, the desire for economic diveraity thus for affordable community
housing, has considerable support in town. Thest&risg feeling on the part of many
that people who work for the town, retired peopleovhave lived in Leverett and wish to
downsize, and young people who grew up in Levetaitld be able to afford to rent or
own housing in town.

Community housing presents a particular challengerural area. New construction in
Leverett is generally unaffordable to median incdamilies due to land prices and the
lack of town water or sewer infrastructure. Levesdiylaw adopting CPA specifies that
the CPC shall recommend, wherever possible, theerefiexisting buildings or
construction of new buildings on previously devedsites. Some solutions found by
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other towns do not exist here. Leverett has Iiglgal property and no apartment
complexes that might be acquired and made affoedabhe town has no large old
factory or school buildings to rehabilitate. Commity housing should ideally be where
people can walk to services, but Leverett has fawices, they are spread out, and
suitable land is not available near them. For ganthe only place to buy groceries in
town is miles from the library and even furthemir¢the post office and Town Hall.
Public transportation has only recently begun liméed degree.

In 2007 the town supported the formation of an Affible Housing Trust and in 2008
transferred CPA funds to the Trust. An active Adfaible Housing Committee worked
for a number of years with a local landowner, thenklin County Regional Housing
Authority, and several knowledgeable consultanta pnoposal to build new affordable
housing on a large parcel that the landowner wdolhte in return for infrastructure that
would serve the landowner’s remaining land. Howggeen with donated land, the cost
of the infrastructure made the project unfeasible.

It is permissible to create affordable housing tigto CPA funding by obtaining
affordable housing restrictions on existing buitginlow interest loan programs to
income-eligible first-time home buyers, financiabestance to income-eligible
homeowners, or buying existing buildings or buifglimew units and restricting their sale
or rental to income eligible families or individsalln 2015, the Town voted to allocate
$160,000 to the Affordable Housing Trust to fungragram to assist income-qualified
buyers in the purchase of an affordable home iretett. The Town also funded the
Affordable Housing Trust’'s Down-Payment AssistaRtegram. At the 2024 Fall Town
Meeting, residents voted to approve the transfédgDO0, (the balance of funds reserved
for Community Housing) to the Affordable Housingu$t. In total, $602,470 from CPA
funds have gone to support affordable housing.

Recreation. Recreation facilities and creatiotraifs may also be funded by the CPA
from the 70% of funds not designated for the othexe categories. Leverett does not
have any public parks, although a playground anidibhls exist at the elementary
school. Leverett has acquired a number of coniervareas for recreation, many of
them with CPA funds. A vibrant and active Trailsmamittee has been improving and
extending trails and planning events to introdin@edommunity to the opportunities
available. Town trails now have benches, bog bsdgel maps located along the many
trails. Trails Committee members hold work-daysi@intain and improve the trails.
CPA funds may be used to acquire land or easemegatgprivate land, or to create new
trails on CPA-acquired land should community pragas seek this. In addition,
members of the Rattlesnake Gutter Trust have betarean maintaining trails.

Community Preservation Plan

The Plan of the Leverett CPC is to enhance the spaoe, historic resources,
community housing, and recreation opportunitietheftown, consistent with the
Community Development Plan of 2004, the Open SpadeRecreation Plan of 2005-
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2010, Leverett Zoning Bylaws, and informed by trexithge Landscape Inventory of
2009, by responding to proposals from the commuhiy meet CPA Guidelines and the

Decision Guidelines adopted by the CPC. The CR&&#to conduct a survey of town
residents to further inform its work.

LEVERETT COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE:

Apple Ahearn

Stephen Ball

Danielle Barshak, Chair
Eva Gibavic

Richard Nathorst

Kate Rice
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Attachment A
LEVERETT COMMUNITY PRESERVATION COMMITTEE TIMELINE

4/2001 Town Meeting authorized a Community PregemaAct (CPA) Study
Committee. They held public discussions and ddadtevarrant article.

3/2002 Town Meeting adopted the CPA by a vote oftb96, electing to tax
ourselves at 3%, the highest amount possible, @eddmpt the first
$100,000 of assessed valuation on residential piiepend property
owned and occupied by a person who would qualifyda-income
housing or low and moderate-income senior housingitigate the
impact on those of more limited means.

10/2002 Special Town Meeting established a CommiRrieservation Committee
(CPC) of 7 members appointed by the Select Boalddmg one member
each from the Conservation Commission, the Hisatb@ommission, the
Planning Board, and the Recreation Commission.

FY 2003 Town raised $45,776 through CPA
10/2003 First funds available. State matched 166%91,500 available for FY04.

Fall 2003 Applications:
1) Leverett Town Hall: preservation (an histaioucture), including
replacement of windows and updating of the eleatsgstem. $27, 618
2) Former Leverett library building: feasibilisgudy to consider possible
uses for the building. $10,000
3) Leverett Pond: application for control of weethd improved public
access on the pond involving hiring a contractaetoove weeds using a
hydro-rake ($19.000) and chemical treatments (¥10),8nd setting aside
funds for a future boardwalk at the south end efgbnd ($10,000).
$40,000

After public hearings and discussion, the CPC renended #3 to Town
Meeting and did not recommend #1 or #2.

4/2004 Town Meeting rejected #3

10/2004 Special Town Meeting reserved CPC funds@sired

Fall 2004 Applications:
1) Leverett Crafts and Arts building: restore st (street side) facade
and improve entrances to the building. ($81,000)

2) Leverett Town Hall: restore the existing wimdoand purchase
historically compatible storm windows. ($35,440)

13



After public hearings and discussion, the CPC renended #2 to Town
Meeting and did not recommend #1

4/2005 Town Meeting passed #2 and reserved afr @RA funds as required.

Fall 2005 Applications:
1) Moore’s Corner Schoolhouse Historical Societitding: materials to
restore west and south sides of the building. (¥1),5
2) Land Acquisition: purchase 9.375 acres of las@ Robert Frost
Trailhead near Route 63. ($5,500)
3) Leverett Pond: restore the inlet channel. ($9)8
4) Wetlands: restore wetlands near library. (8RBT,
5) Leverett Crafts and Arts building: restore theade. ($95.000)

After public hearings and discussion, the CPC renended projects #1
through #4 to Town Meeting and did not recommend #5

4/2006 Town Meeting passed all four projects aseémeed all other CPA funds
as required.

Fall 2006 Applications:
1) Land Acquisition: purchase two contiguous plroé land totaling 8.9
acres at the southwestern end of Leverett Pondnaaijoother town-
owned land for shoreline protection and an extensidhe Friendship
Trail. ($25,000)
2) Moore’s Corner Schoolhouse Historical Societifding: materials to
complete restoration of siding and have bell tomeade and tower and
bell installed. ($5,000)
3) Leverett Elementary School Playground: createuli-purpose
handicapped accessible primary climbing and agtstitucture. ($18,050)
4) Former town library building: add electrical wand heating to the
second floor to make the space useable year r@asgjbly enabling the
creation of a museum of local history artifactsd.q®00)
After public hearings and discussion, The CPC renended all four
projects to Town Meeting.

4/2007 Town Meeting passed all four projects asémeed all other CPC funds as
required. (#4 was originally for $30,000 and irmgd a composting toilet,
but, because the town was exploring water andcsegsties that might
affect this building, it was amended by the applisaon Town Meeting
floor to this sum and was passed as amended.)
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Fall 2007

4/2008

Fall 2008

4/2009

Fall 2009

Applications:

1) Transfer to the Affordable Housing Trust Fuhd money currently
reserved for housing and the amount that will lsemeed this year.
($77,570)

2) Land Acquisition: purchase 13 acres on Brudloyntain. ($21,000)
3) Land Acquisition: purchase three parcels @wtiestern shore of
Leverett Pond. ($172,000)

4) North Leverett Sawmill: restore structure g@hace Historic
Preservation Easement on it. ($115,000)

Town Meeting passed one and two as propoEete was amended at
town meeting to separate the parcels and sp&48,800 for the
Booth/Fidnickland (their asking price), $2000 for expenses, %2000
for the Corcoran land (their asking price was $0@6). Four was
amended to add, “Any such funds shall be at noestédut secured by a
mortgage due in the event of casualty loss anddkanill is not rebuilt.”
It then passed. Town Meeting also reserved a#éro@iPC funds as
required.

Applications:

1) Consulting fees and other expert advice, ssdhat of a preservation
consultant, to help the Select Board decide howtbgzeserve the Town
Hall. ($2000)

2) Leverett Crafts and Arts building, contingepbu receipt by Leverett
Crafts and Arts of a grant from the Community Faatiwh of Western
Massachusetts: Restore West side and place Hiftogservation
Restriction on it.

Town Meeting unanimously passed #1.
#2 was amended to add that the Historic Preserv&estriction be
placed “prior to funds being disbursetthen it also passed unanimously.

Applications:
1) LCA requested that Town Meeting rescind the ey Town
Meeting’s appropriation of $15,000 for the rehdhtion of the LCA
building which was contingent on their receivingdiing from the
Community Foundation of Western Massachusetts a(lsrthey did not
receive full funding from the Foundation) and apgprate $23,500 from
the historic preservation reserve without contirayefior the restoration
the street (west) side facade of the building, wiftermanent historic
preservation restriction to be recorded on the Llde&d prior to funds
being disbursed.
2) The Select Board requested $9000 in pre-dewsop funds for the
Town Hall (Phase I) to procure the services of sigteteam (e.g., historic
preservationist, architect, engineers, materiagigfists) to build on the
initial historic preservation work in order to colete a full structural
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4/2010

Fall 2010

analysis and code review and provide schematicidgsiand other
materials required for advancing to the restoradiod rehabilitation
implementation, primarily stripping and repaintitng exterior and
correcting the bumps in the ground floor. It isreated that Phase Il
would cost $80,000. They would apply for MassaeltssHistorical
Commission grants to reimburse half of these sums.

3) The Field Museum Committee of the Leverett Histd Society
requested $7,000 in pre-development funds for tbkel Museum (Phase
) to procure the services of a design team (kigtoric preservationist,
architect, engineers, materials specialists) ireiotd complete a full
structural analysis and code review and providesgtic drawings and
other materials required for advancing to the magiimn and rehabilitation
implementation, most likely including upgradingambr lighting, exterior
safety and accessibility improvements to the hapqtied ramp leading to the
main entrance; re-grading and paving the pathwatyehds to the basement in
the rear of the building; and replacement of gmeiment door. It is estimated
that Phase Il would cost $47,000. They would appiyMassachusetts
Historical Commission grants for reimbursementalf bf these sums.
4) The Rattlesnake Gutter Trust requested $24 @0 the open space
reserve to purchase 18 acres near Rattlesnaker Gurttgpen space
protection, development of a hiking trail systemd @reation of a
greenway corridor connecting protected lands atidiral resources,
including up to $4000 for surveying, appraisal, alasing costs, and
$20,000 for the purchase price.

5) The Leverett Conservation Commission requestdéchhsfer $67,912
of CPA open space reserve funds to the Conservatiost Fund.

After public hearings and discussion, the CPC renended #1 and #4 to
Town Meeting and did not recommend #2 or #3. #5§ wiahdrawn.

Town Meeting passed #1 and #4 and resatVether CPA funds as
required.

Applications:

1) The Leverett Historical Commission requested,$Q0 to procure the
services of a professional consultant to reseandmpaepare documents for
National Register Historic Districts for North Lee#t, Moore’s Corner,
and East Leverett, to join our Leverett Center éfistDistrict. The
Massachusetts Historical Commission had approvisgtbject for a 50%
($7000) reimbursement, contingent upon receipheir town funding.

2) Rattlesnake Gutter Trust requested a totall@f450, $8,500 for
purchase of an approximately one acre parcel af tamthe shore of
Leverett Pond off Cider Mill Road contiguous to @tlparcels recently
acquired by the Town, and up to $2,950 for fees@ated with the
purchase.
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3) The Select Board requested $150,000 for thehiétation and
continued preservation of the Leverett Town Hal¢luding removing and
replacing the exterior siding and needed trim withod, restoring the
exterior as needed, painting the exterior, andineggathe interior buckled
floor on the ground level.

After public hearings and discussion, the CPC renended all three
projects to Town Meeting.

4/2011 Town Meeting passed all three projects asdrived all other CPC funds
as required.

Fall 2011 Applications:
1) From the Leverett Conservation Commission, ¥¢3trust, and
Rattlesnake Gutter Trust, an application for $130,® purchase a
Conservation Restriction on Teawaddle Hill Faatiminating development
rights on the farm in perpetuity, for the purposgprotecting agricultural lands
and natural resources, maintaining the propertisinatural, scenic, and
undeveloped condition, providing public accesséareation, and preventing
uses or changes that interfere with these values.
2) From the Leverett Cemetery Association, aniapfdn for $28,000 for
restoration of 90+ stones in the North Cemeteratied on Montague Road
about a mile north of Town Hall.
3) From the North Leverett Cemetery Associatianapplication for
$29,950 to begin restoration of the Moores Cornemé€tery located on
Rattlesnake Gutter Road near the North Leveretp@goreplacing the
fence along the street side.
4) From Ted Goodnight and Katherine Theodore,pgti@tion for
$23,222 to restore the sills, beams, joists, anflabthe 1806 house at 21
Still Corner Road in East Leverett. This applicatwas withdrawn before
the public hearing because it was not supportetthéy everett Historical
Commission.

After public hearings and discussion, the CPC reunended the remaining
three projects to Town Meeting.

4/2012 Town Meeting passed all three projects asdrived all other CPC funds
as required.

Fall 2013 Applications :
1) From the Rattlesnake Gutter Trust, an appbecaftor $185,000 for the
purchase of approximately 101 acres of land offeddil Road. The

property contained existing trails, and the projactuded building a
parking area and trail entrance. Over $35,000cwasributed by over
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5/ 2014

Fall 2014

5/2015

Fall 2015

115 residents of Leverett and beyond to a spearal established by the
RGT to support the purchase of the land.

2) From the Moore’s Corner Cemetery volunteemsa@plication for
$6,000 for the repair and restoration of gravestaighe Moore’s Corner
Cemetery.

3) From the Leverett Crafts and Arts, an appiicafor $44,000 for
replacement of windows and doors.

4) From the Leverett Family Museum Committeeapplication for
funds to repair the roof and chimney of the Fieddnly Museum,
(formerly the Field Library.) This application wast advanced as it was
not complete or able to be completed by the tim&a¥n Meeting.

5) From Pioneer Valley Habitat for Humanity, gpkcation for
$150,000 to partially fund the development of twiitsi of affordable
housing on Cave Hill Road. Habitat withdrew thpgpkcation before
Town Meeting.

After discussion and public hearing, the CPC vateddvance the
applications of RGT for the purchase of land, ahthe Moore’s
Cemetery Volunteers for the restoration of gravesso The CPC voted
not to recommend the application of the LCA, recanding to the LCA
that it address unresolved questions about wheth:how the proposed
work could be done in an historically accurate was/required by law.

Town Meeting passed the two prieseproposals and reserved all other
CPC funds as required.

Applications:

1) From the Leverett Affordable Housing Trust, an aggilon for
$160,000 to fund a “Buy Down” program, in which amee-qualified
buyers would receive a subsidy toward the purcbésa affordable
home in Leverett. Any house purchased with sualdsuvould
remain permanently restricted to remain an affolelabme.

2) From the Historic Society, an application for $83@ pay for the
professional restoration of the portrait of Goverdohn Leverett.

Both projects were approved by Town Meetifige Town further
reserved all other CPC funds as required.

Applications:

1) From the Selectboard, an application for $125,@0@habilitate the
1948 Town Highway Garage building.

2) From the Moore’s Corner Cemetery Volunteers, afiegion for
$11,250 to continue the professional restoratiograt’estones at the
cemetery.
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5/2016

Fall 2016

April 2017

Fall 2017

3) From the North Cemetery Volunteers, an applicatior$24,275 to
repair 100 gravestones and pay for tree work afdlc&son Hill
cemetery.

All three projects were approved by Towreliteg. The Town further
reserved all other CPC funds as required.

Applications:

1) From the Leverett Affordable Housing Trust, an &ailon for
$150,000, for the Leverett Home Ownership AssigdPimgram, to
help income-qualified buyers to purchase an affolelaome in
Leverett.

2) From the Leverett Affordable Housing Trust, an &agilon for
$100,000, for the Leverett Down-Payment Assistdfrogram, to help
income-qualified buyers to purchase an affordabladain Leverett.

3) From Leverett Historic Commission, an application$2,542 to pay
for the construction of signs identifying three keestt villages as
designated to be “National Register Historic Dit#i”

4) From the Conservation Commission, an applicatior$id,000 to be
used for the construction of bog bridges, benchessagns to be
placed on town-owned trails.

All four projects were approved by ToMeeting. The Town further
reserved all other CPC funds as required.

Applications:

1) From the Conservation Commission, an applicatior$fi,000 to hire
a land use planner to assist in the preparatiaheoTown’s Open
Space and

2) From the Cemetery Volunteers, an application f@,4Q0 for
professional restoration of 55 gravestones at theHdpe (Chestnut
Hill) cemetery.

3) From the Cemetery Volunteers, an application fat, 325 to repair
100 gravestones and pay for tree work at the Jaddgdbcemetery.

4) From the Leverett Crafts and Arts, an applicatimn$®25,000 to be
used as matching funds to pay for replacementeoé#st side roof of
the LCA building.

5) From the Historic Commission, an application forGR® to help pay
for the completion of a report on a survey of Tawsidents’
knowledge and support for Leverett historical asset

The Leverett Community Preservation Committee vatesend all the above
applications for CPA funding, except #3, to Townddeg for a vote.
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April 2018  All four projects that progressed fronetCPC to Town Meeting were
approved by Town Meeting. The Town further reseraiédther CPC
funds as required.

Fall 2018 Applications:
1) From the Friends of Leverett. Pond, an applicatorr$130,000 to
assist in the restoration of the Leverett Pond damd,;
2) From the Historic Commission, an application foR&DO0 to help pay
for Phase 2 of the Historic Assets Plan.

The Leverett Community Preservation Committee vavesend all the above
applications for CPA funding to Town Meeting fovate.

April 2019  Both projects that progressed from ti330 Town Meeting were
approved by Town Meeting. The Town further reseraiédther CPC
funds as required.

Fall 2019 Applications:

1) From the Historic Commission, an application foR&DO to help pay
for Project: “A Sense of Where You Are;”

2) From The Amherst Regional School System Recredtiorking
Group, an application for $17,120 for Leverett'stium of a feasibility
study for a new track at Amherst Regional High Sthand

3) From The Leverett Cemetery Association, an apptiogor $46,200
to complete restoration work begun at the Chediiluitemetery.

The Leverett Community Preservation Committee vabeskend the Historical
Commission application (#1, above) and the RearaWorking Group application (#2
above) for CPA funding to Town Meeting for a voiae CPC decided that the
application from the Cemetery Association (#3 a)avas incomplete, and not ready to
be voted upon.

Spring 2020 Due to the Coronavirus pandemic, TMeeting was shortened to
include only the most time-sensitive articles, #mel CPC articles were
postponed to Fall Town Meeting.

Fall 2020 Town Meeting voted to approve the Hist@riCommission application.

The proponent for the Recreation Working Group i@ptibn was not
present at Town Meeting, so that application wasvoted upon.
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Fall 2020 Applications:

1) From the Historic Commission, an application fo2 D0 to continue
its Project: “A Sense of Where You Are;” and

2) From the Leverett Historic Commission and the Lettddistorical
Society, an application for $28,491 for its “Leuéddistory Inventory
and Archive Project.” That project proposed to firyequipment and
workers to scan, digitize and preserve the papé&ratmns of the Field
and Moore’s Corner Museums.

The Leverett Community Preservation Committee vadesend both the above
applications for CPA funding to Town Meeting fovate.

April 2021  Both projects that progressed from ti&330 Town Meeting were
approved by Town Meeting. The Town further reseraiédther CPC
funds as required.

Fall 2021 Applications:

1) From the Historic Commission, an application foR2EDO0 to continue its
Project: “A Sense of Where You Are;”

2) From the Leverett Historic Commission and the Lettddistorical Society,
an application for $237,500 to “restore, renovate preserve Leverett's
two historical museums” (the Moore’s Corner Schoake and Field
Library buildings);

3) From the Recreation Commission, an applicatior$280,550 to build a
pavilion on the community field between the eleraentschool and the
library.

The Leverett Community Preservation Committee vobesend the Historic Commission
application (#1, above) to Town Meeting for a vote.

The CPC advised the applicants for the 2d apptioat#2 above) that in order to comply
with the Community Preservation Act, the applicatweas required by law to be split into
2 separate applications, (one for the town-ownettifuilding, and one for the
privately-owned Moore’s Corner Schoolhouse). After applicants decided not to
separate the application into 2 parts, the CPCddddihat it could not advance the single
application to Town Meeting. The CPC voted to reoeend that the Town approve the
expenditure of $30,000 to obtain an expert reporthe physical condition of the town-
owned Field building, (Assessment of Conditions Redommendations) in order to
assist the Town in its consideration of future timeant of the Field building.

After the projected cost of the pavilion (Applicaii#3 above) was increased by over
$100,000, the Recreation Commission withdrew th@iegtion.
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April 2022 At Town Meeting, residents voted to fuih@ application from the
Historic Commission to continue the Historic Pre@ation project, “A
Sense of Where You Are.”
Town Meeting members also voted to approve themrdijure of $30,000
to obtain a Conditions report on the Field building

Fall 2022 Applications:

1. From the Friends of North Leverett Sawmill, an &mgtlon for $87,082 to
develop a “Heritage Nature Trail” with pavilion,riang and signage on
properties owned by the Town of Leverett and FONddacent to the Slarrow
Sawmill,

2. From the Kestrel Trust, an application for $81,0@presenting one half the
purchase price of 91 acres of open space, “Thertdenas Forest Conservation

Project.”

The Leverett Community Preservation Committee vadesend both the above
applications for CPA funding to Town Meeting fovate.

April 2023  Both projects that progressed from ti330 Town Meeting were
approved by Town Meeting. The Town further reseraiédther CPC

funds as required.

Fall 2023 Applications:

1. From the Friends of North Leverett Sawmill, an agaiion for $24,500 to
develop a Design Plan for restoration of the Salymil

2. From the Leverett Historic Society, an application$24,500 for rehabilitation
of the exterior of the Moore’s Corner Schoolhouse;

3. From the Leverett Selectboard, an application £%,800 for rehabilitation of the
exterior of the Field Memorial Building, (formertize Library);

4. From the Leverett Selectboard, an application id,800 to further fund the
Field Building ad hoc committee.

The Leverett Community Preservation Committee vadesend only the Sawmill
proposal for CPA funding to Town Meeting for a vote

April 2024

Residents at Town Meeting voted to approve funflinghe development of a
design plan for the North Leverett Sawmill. Thawh further reserved all other

CPC funds as required.
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Fall 2024
Applications:

1. From the Affordable Housing Trust, an applicationthe transfer of
$114,900, said amount being all of the funds resfer Community
Housing to the AHT;

2. From the Leverett Library, an application for $3&28 to construct an
accessible “pocket park” on the library grounds;

3. From the Friends of the North Leverett Sawmill, apglication for $230,000
to construct a patio and restrooms at the Sawmill;

4. From the Leverett Selectboard, an application 460 to repaint the town
map hanging outside Town Hall;

5. From the Leverett Selectboard, an application 8080 to rehabilitate the
wooden cabinet containing the historic set of Wigind Measures;

6. From the Rattlesnake Gutter Trust, an applicatiwr$265,000 to restore and
improve the town-owned section of the Rattlesnalite® Road located
within the Rattlesnake Gutter Conservation Area;

7. From the Leverett Historical Commission, $24,50@ntap the historic Graves
Iron Works located on North Leverett Road;

8. From the Leverett Historic Society, $287,078 toafgltate the Moore’s
Corner Schoolhouse;

9. From the Amherst Regional School District, $176,6®00ntribute to the 4-
town renovation of the Amherst Regional High Schbelck and Fields.

The CPC allowed the application from the AffordaHleusing Trust seeking an
immediate transfer of the balance of the fundsrueskfor community housing to
the AHT ( #1, above) to proceed to Fall Town Megtas an exception to the
general rule that approved applications would lesgmted at the Annual Town
Meeting held in the Spring. The reason soughtagpmoved for this exception
was that the Affordable Housing Trust needed taltde to act quickly if an
affordable housing opportunity was presented, andired access Affordable
Housing Trust funds without delay. Voters at tladl Fown Meeting approved
this transfer of $114,900 to the Affordable Housingst.

The CPC voted to send to Town Meeting applicatié\s(Pocket Park); #5
(Weights and Measures); #6, (Rattlesnake Guttal)T#a, (Graves Iron Works
mapping); and #9 (ARHS Track).
May 2025

All five (5) of the projects that progressed frane {CPC to Town Meeting

were approved by Town Meeting. The Town furtheeresd all other
CPC funds as required.
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Attachment B

Town of Leverett
Community Preservation Committee

Submission Guidelines For Applications

Welcome to the Town of Leverett Community Preservation Committee (CPC) funding
application process. Since the adoption of the Community Preservation Act (CPA) by
the Town of Leverett in 2002, Community Preservation Funds have been committed to
cach of the following CPA cligible uses:

Acquisition and preservation of open and agricultural space;

Acquisition and development of new recreational spaces;

Acquisition and preservation of historic buildings, structures, sites, and artifacts+
Development and support of affordable housing.

The application packet consists of the following:

Guidelines
A. Definitions and Allowable Purposes il
B. Project Evaluation Criteria il
C. Use of Funds and Leveraging Other Support v
D. Application Process v

Application for Community Preservation Eligibility
separate form
Short Form Application for Projects Under $25,000

scparate form
Full Application for Community Preservation Funding for Projects Over $25,0000

Cover Sheet

Project Narrative

Project Budget, Funding, & Timeline

Supporting Documents and Applicant Certification

Please read through all of the Guidelines and Application instructions. Applications must be
complete including supporting documents. Note the emphasis on community need, the importance of
broad community support, and the significance of sccuring other funding commitments in addition to
the requested CPA funds. The CPC appreciates your participation and looks forward to reviewing
your project application for Community Preservation Funding.
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Town of Leverett
Community Preservation Committee

Application for Community Preservation Funding
GUIDELINES

Project Evaluation Criteria

All applications will be evaluated according to the following criteria:

Lol

12.

13
14

17

All proposed projects must be eligible for CPA funding according to the requirements described
in Community Preservation Act (MGL Chapter 44B);

Proposal is both thorough and comprehensive;

Proposal is consistent with any and all of Leverett's planning and preservation objectives.
Proposal is feasible with the expectation that all federal, state, and municipal approvals and
permits necessary for successful project implementation are reasonably attainable within the
project timeframe;

CPA funding for the project is urgent; a delay in funding will result in the failure to address an
important Town need;

Project serves multiple needs and populations;

Project serves a currently under-served population;

Project has strong community support;

Project is consistent with recent Town Meeting actions and does not seek to contradict or
overturn any Town Meeting policy decision;

. Project advances preservation of currently owned Town assets;
. Historic preservation project has Leverett Historical Commission certification and project

endorsement and is in compliance with the U.S. Secretary of Interior’s Standards for
Rehabilitation;
Project on Town property has certification from appropriate department head;

. Project facilitates acquisition of threatened resources;
. Project includes a thoughtful, reasonable budget

15.
16.

Funding will leverage other sources of funding (in-kind would not be considered a source of funding)
Proposal identifies resources to continue maintenance of project once completed.

. When applicable, sponsor’s past performance with managing CPA grants has been satisfactory.

If you would like more information about the CPA, the following websites may be useful:

Community Preservation Coalition www.communitypreservation.org
MA Executive Office of Environmental Affairs WWW.Mass.gov/envir

MA Department of Revenue www.dls state.ma.us/dor2.htm

MA Historical Commission www.sec state. ma.us/mhe

U.S. Secretary of the Interior’s Standards

for Rehabilitation www.nps.gov/hps/tps/tax/rhb/stand
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Town of Leverett
Community Preservation Committee

Application for Community Preservation Funding
GUIDELINES

C. Use of Funds and Leveraging Other Support

The Community Preservation Act is state law that allows citics and towns to exercise
control over local planning decisions. CPA monies are public funds raised from dedicated
Leverett tax revenues and State subsidies to the Town.

Municipal Projects on town property financed with CPA funds must comply with all
applicable State and Town requirements, including the Commonwealth’s procurement laws,
which require special procedures for the selection of products, vendors, services, and
consultants. Contracts for goods and services must be awarded to the lowest qualified bidder.
Project purchases cannot be split to avoid State procurement laws.

CPA funds may not be used to cover ongoing applicant costs of operations and salaries that
are typically supported by the applicant’s annual operating revenue. Such costs for activities
directly associated with the proposed project may be listed in the budget as in-kind services.

CPA funds may not be used for maintenance.

Funds may be spent only on items listed in the submitted proposal budget. All changes to
budgets must first be approved by the CPC. CPA funds may not be used to supplant
current spending or previously approved funding commitments, including but not limited
to municipal capital improvement funds, general operating funds, bonds, grants, and
loans.

Based on the availability of funds, proposals that may otherwise merit full funding may be
recommended for lesser amounts. Under such circumstances, the CPC will give higher
priority to funding fully those proposals that include significant funds from other public and
private sources. Proposals identified for lesser funding will be considered for
recommendation to Town Meeting if the project sponsors demonstrate a willingness and
ability to raise the additional funds from other sources within a reasonable period.
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Town of Leverett
Community Preservation Committee

Application for Community Preservation
Funding GUIDELINES

D. Application Process

We’re happy to help and welcome inquiries before you start filling out the application. Please read
through the checklist provided.

STEP 1: APPLICATION PREPARATION

e There are two funding applications. The short-form application is a one page form that can be
submitted for requests under $25,000. The full application is required for all other requests.

e Applicants should use the application form. Typed responses are preferred. Copies are available
on-line at www Jeverett.ma.us under the CPC, at the Leverett Public Library, and at the Town
Clerk's office.

e If you are in doubt about your project’s eligibility or have other questions, you may submit a letter
or ¢-mail well in advance of the due date describing the project and the proposed use of funds.
Please address your inquiry to:

Danielle Barshak, Chair
saniclicbarshak@veri
413-548-8139

All responses will be sent via regular mail and/or e-mail.

e Only complete applications will be considered for funding. Please answer all questions and
furnish all requested information, supporting documents, and certifications.

STEP 2: APPLICATION SUBMISSION

Send electronic copy to Danielle Barshak and 3 paper copies of entire application and all supporting
documents to:

Electronic: Daniellebarshak@verizon.net

Mail: CPC
Town Hall
9 Montague Road
Leverett, MA 01054
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e Applications are due October 1st

e The CPC may accept late applications after this deadline for emergency or other
appropriate reasons, solely at the Committee’s discretion.

e If Town Hall is closed on the application deadline due to uncontrolled events related to
weather or building evacuation, the submission deadline will be postponed until 12:00 p.m.
on the next business day.

o Applicants will be notified of receipt of application by email.

e The CPC will not be responsible for any expenses incurred in preparing and
submitting applications. All submittals shall become the property of the Town of
Leverett. Unless specifically exempt under Massachusetts public records law, the
Town has the right to disclose information contained in proposals.

STEP 3: CPC REVIEW, PUBLIC HEARING, & RECOMMENDATION
a. Application Review:

The CPC will review the submitted application to determine whether:
o Application is complete;
o Proposed project is cligible for CPA funding;
o Proposed project meets the Evaluation Criteria requirements; and
o Proposed project is sufficiently developed in terms of the work plan and merits further
consideration.

The applicant will be notified if additional information is required. Failure to respond will
climinate the proposal from consideration. The CPC will ask to meet with the applicant or its
authorized representative at a CPC meeting. It also may request a site visit.

The CPC may recommend funding of a project, in full or in part, and may impose specific
conditions and restrictions. The CPC may reject any proposal if it believes that such rejection
is in the best interests of the Town of Leverett.

b. Changes or Withdrawal:
A submission may be modified, corrected, or withdrawn only by written notice and received
by the CPC at least 7 days prior to the public hearing held before the upcoming Town
Meeting. The notice must reference the original proposal.

c. Public Hearing:
Applicants will be required to present their proposal at a public hearing and respond to
questions from the CPC and the public.

d. Final Step:

Following the public hearing, CPC will notify the applicant in writing if its project is to be
advanced to the next Town Meeting.
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STEP 4: TOWN MEETING APPROVAL

Town Mecting has the final authority to award funds from Leverett’s Community Preservation
Fund. A majority vote is required to approve funding; a two-thirds vote is required if the
proposal requires that the town borrows funds. An applicant or its authorized representative of a

project will be required to attend Town Meeting to respond to questions and/or present
information

STEP 5: FUNDING AWARD

CPA funds may not be used to reimburse a successful applicant for any expenses incurred before
Town Meeting vote. Any expenses incurred after Town Meeting vote won’t be reimbursed until
the start of the new Fiscal Year. Funds are awarded on a disbursement basis that involves CPC

sign off. All plans, specifications, and other documents resulting from this contract shall become
the property of the Town of Leverett.

A final report will be required to be submitted and approved by CPC prior to the final
disbursement of grant funds.
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1. PROJECT NAME —

2. APPLICANT INFORMATION

Project Sponsor or Organization: _____
Address:

City:_____ State:
Daytime Phone:___

E-mail: I

Property Owner (if different from Applicant)
Contact Name: _____

Address: ____

City:_____ State;,
E-mail: _

3. PROJECT INFORMATION
CPA Category (Please check all that apply):
[] Open Space # of acres

] Recreation # of acres

Project Location/Address:
Leverett Assessors Map: Lot:

Application for Community
Preservation Funding
For Projects Requesting $25,000 or more

Zipi
Fax:
Website:

P2 —

7] Historic Preservation
] Affordable Housing # of units___

Brief Project Description:

4. AMOUNT OF CPA FUNDING REQUESTED:

For CPC Use

Date Received
Date Application Deemed Complete
Public Hearing

Funding Recommendation
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a. Project goals;

b. Description of project activities and outcomes and the property involved and its proposed use;
¢. Indication of how the project is eligible for CPA funding;

d. Description of the project applicant and any project partners.

. Community Need: Indicate what community need(s) the project will address and how these are
consistent with Town policy and plans. Describe the ways that the project will benefit the Town.

. Community Support and Outreach: Demonstrate community support for this project. Submit at
least 3 letters, petitions, or other documentations of support.

. Maintenance: If ongoing maintenance is required for the project, indicate how it will be funded.

. Success Factors: Describe how the project’s success will be measured. Indicate the specific
method(s) that will be used to evaluate cach project outcome. Identify any significant barriers to
complete the projected outcomes and specify how these would be addressed.

. Project Permits & Approvals: Provide documentation as required:

a.Control of Site: Provide documentation that the applicant has control over the site, such as a
Purchase and Sales Agreement, option, or deed. If the applicant does not have site control, explain
how public benefits will be protected in perpetuity. If the applicant is not, or will not be, the owner
of record, submit a certification of project approval by the owner.

b.Deed Restrictions: Identify the present owner and attach a copy of the deed up to present owner. In
addition, identify the entity that will be holding rights to enforce the restriction. In order for a
project’s funding to be distributed fully, an applicant must have filed with the CPC a copy of the
appropriate deed restriction.

¢. Hazardous Materials: If there is any reason to believe that hazardous materials, or if there are
hazardous materials present at the proposed site, please indicate the proposed plan for
remediation.
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